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TOT  H  E 

ROYAL  SOCIETY* 

HIS  Difcourfe  upon  the  Uni- 
verfal  Medicine  for  Men  and 
Metals,  commonly  call’d  the 
Pbilofopbm  $tme$  is  humbly  dedicated 
to  the  Royal  $me$y^  who  with  fb  flOJich 
Succefs  and  Glory  im§  cultivate '  and 
promote  Natural  Pbilofopky,  that  her 
Fame  is  fpread  all  over  the  learned 
World. 

The  Author  hath  endeavour’d  to 
treat  this  Subject  with  all  the  Plainnefs 
and  Simplicity  it  is  capable  of  ;  to  reduce 
into  a  fmail  Compals,  all  that  is  moil 
edential  to  the  Science  of  Alchymie  $ 
to  bring  into  Order,  what  is  confufed- 
ly  fcatter’d  in  the  Books  of  the  mod 
famous  Alchymifts*  and  to  frame  a 
clear  Notion  of  their  Stone, 
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.....  To  the  Royal  Society. 

If  this  proves  worth  the  Attention 
of  the  Learned  Society,  there  is  Hope 
that  it  may  alfo  prove  ufeful  to  fome 
of  our  ingenious  Artifts,  fome  Time 
or  other,  and  of  great  Benefit  to  the 

Nation. 
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The  Reality  and  Compofition 
of  the  Philofophers  Stone, 

E  are  indebted  to  oar  Modern 
Philofophers  for  many  agreeable 
and  ufeful  Difcoveries,  and  for 
the  Deftruclion  of  many  popular 
Errors,  relating  to  Animals,  to  Vegetables, 
and  other  Produ&ions  of  Nature.  But 
while  they  have  not  fpar’d  the  Miftakes 
of  ancient  Naturalifls,  they  have  left  the 
Alchymifts  to  themfelves  with  their  tranf- 
muting  Stone. 

That  Stone,  however,  is  the  greatefi 
Difcovery  that  ever  human  Underhand- 
ing  made  in  natural  Things,  fuppofing  it 
to  be  no  imaginary,  but  a  real  Thing  ; 
Many  Books  have  been  writ,  aim  oft  in  all 

Ages, 


(  6) 

Ascs,  of  its  Competition,  winch  out  Phi- 
lofophers  have  not  thought  worthy  of 
their  Attention,  by  Reafon  (I  fuppofe)  ot 
the  Obfcurity  and  Confufion  that  reigns 
in  thofe  Books. 

I  will  not  pretend  to  decide,  whether  it 
hath  prov’d  too  hard  a  Talk  to  convince 
the  Alchymifts  (I  mean  the  true  Alchy- 
mift  Philofophers)  of  impofing  upon  the 
World  •,  or  whether  it  hath  been  judg  d 
too  indifcreet  to  affert  the  1  ruth  of  their 
Doftrine  now  a-day,  the  World  is  fo 
quiet  and  indifferent  about  if,  and  too 
dangerous  to  excite  and  inflame  the  De- 
fires  of  Men,  who  are  naturally  too  apt 
to  follow  blindly  any  Defign  that  pro- 
pofes  to  them  the  Acquifition  of  Riches, 
and  the  Prefervation  of  Health. 

I  Ihould  be  Blame-worthy,  I  confefs,  to 
endeavour  to  provoke  the  Eagernefs  which 
Multitudes  of  Men  fhew’d  formerly  m  the 
Search  for  the  Philofophers  Stone,  if  at  the 
fame  Time  I  did  not  furnilh  a  P refer va* 
tive  againft  deceitfulSophifts,and  the  delu¬ 
ding  Promifes  of  crafty  or  fanciful  Men, 

as  I  hope  to  do.  . 

The  Count  Trevifan  and  Zacharms  re¬ 
counting  their  long  and  fruitlefs  Labours, 
while  like-biind  they  were  led  by  others 
not  better  lighted,  they  complain  of  the 
great  Number  of  Men  in  their  Time,  who, 
without  any  1  heory,  but  intoxicated  with 

their  own  Imaginations,  pretended  to  lead 

the 
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the  Way,  and  teach  the  Perfection  of  the 
Magiltery.  There  was  hardly  a  City  in 
Europe  in  tnofe  Days  without  fome  fuch 
Laborators,  looking  for  the  Stone  where 
It  is  not  to  be  found  :  Zacbarius  got 
acquainted  with  above  a  Hundred  of 

them,  in  the  foie  City  of  Paris ,  to  his 
great  Colt. 

“  We  have  feen  (fays  the  *  Count)  a 
valt  many  f  Dealbations  and  Rubifica- 
tions,  many  Receipts  of  Sophifts,  in  fo 
many  Regions,  as,  at  Rome,  in  Navarre, 
in  Scotland,  in  Turkey,  in  Greece,  at  Alex¬ 
andria,  in  Barb  ary,  in  Perfia,  at  Medina, 
at  Rhodes  in  France,  in  Spain,  in  the 
Holy  Land  and  adjacent  Countries,  in 
Italy,  in  Germany,  in  England,  and  al- 

..  rou,nd  the  World  5  and  we  could 

„  ,T  Th„e?re  but  Men  irking  on  So- 
rf-l  ^atters :  Some  we  found  in 
thofe  Regions  who  had  the  Stone,  and 

tc  •  ^  the  Reafon  and  Compofition  of 

„  “  ’  ,btft  c°uld  never  be  admitted  in- 
to  their  Familiarity. 

In  thofe  Days  our  England  was  infefted 
vvnh  numerous  Cheats  and  Sophifticati- 

Mif’h ief°mthC1  Ph3r  t0  PUt  3  St0p  to  that 
■Hfc  h  e  the  PariIamef}r  thought  fit  to. 
*n  Jte  a  Statute  5  Jfen,  4,  againft  the  Mul- 

tiplication 
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tiplicatton  of  Gold  and  Silver.  Ihat  Sta¬ 
tute  wils  repealed  i  Wm.  &  Mary ,  at  the 
Representations  of  the  late  illuftrious  Ro¬ 
bert  Boyle, Efqjwho  declar’d  publickly,  that 
he  had  feen  enough  to  be  perfwaded  that 
it  was  poffible  to  graduate  bafe  Metals 
unto  perfect  Gold. 

Was  it  not  an  Injuftice  to  difguft  and 
reftrain  a  Nation,  fo  fertile  in  Men  of  a 
fagacious  and  penetrating  Genius,  and  to 
debar  them  of  the  Benefit  of  fuch  Dif- 

covery  ?  ,  .  , 

The  Indians  believ’d  that  their  Gods 

were  come  down  from  Heaven  to  deftroy 
them,  when  the  Spaniards  firft  fell  upon 
them  with  the  Thunder  of  their  Artil¬ 
lery  and  I  do  believe  tnat  the  ancient 
Romans  would  have  thought  the  fame,  if 
they  had  been  furpris  d  in  the  fame  Man¬ 
ner:  Or  if  they  had  been  told,  that  it 
was  poffible  to  make  a  Alachine  vomit 
ing  Fire,  and  fending  forth  Bullets,  that 
would  kill  them  at  a  great  Diftance,  no 
doubt  they  would  have  laugh’d  at  it. 

Again,  If  the  Ancients  had  been  told, 
that  by  the  Propriety  of  a  certain  Stone, 
the  Art  of  Navigation  could  be  fo  far 
improv’d,  as  to  enable  Men  to  conduct  a 
Ship  round  the  World,  aifu  redly  they 
would  have  judgd  it  impoflible. 

This  is  the  Cafe  of  the  Philofophers 

Stone  :  It  is  deem’d  falfe,  becaule  it  is  nn- 

'  * 

known. 

me 


*  The  Vulgar  (fays  Roger  Bacon)  laughs 
“  at  the  Secrets  of  Wifdom,  nor  does  he 
“  know  how  to  make  Ufe  of  highly  wor- 

“  thy  *  Things.  _ 

Some  Men  of  Reputation  in  the  Repub- 
lick  of  Learning,  having  in  vain  attempt¬ 
ed  the  great  Work,  over-ruled  by  Self- 
love,  chofe  to  accufe  of  Falfhood  the 
Alchy mills,  rather  than  to  fufped  their 
own  Ignorance  :  The  greateft  Number  too 
eafy  follow’d  their  Decilion,  without 
taking  any  Pains  to  examine  the  Queflion, 
and  without  knowing  any  thing  of  the 
Dodrine  of  Alchymifts,  which  is  ground¬ 
ed  on  Nature.  _  .  . , 

The  perpetual  Motion  and  Circulation 
of  Matter  in  various  and  almofl  infinite 
Modifications,  in  a  certain  reciprocal  Or¬ 
der,  which  tyes  fuch  and  fuch  EfFeds  to 
fuch  and  fuch  Caufes,  and  is  eftablilh’d 
and  preferv’d  by  the  Creator  of  all  Things, 
is  (as  I  believe)  what  is  commonly  call’d 
.  Nature,  or  the  Laws  of  Nature. 

The  diligent  Obfervation  of  that  reci- 
|  procal  Order,  and  of  the  Caufes  and  Ef- 
■  feds  link’d  together  in  Nature,  hath  pro- 
!  duc’d  feveral  Arts,  among  others  the  Art 
of  Alchytnie-,  and  as  human  Underftand- 
ing  is  capable  of  infinite  fuccefiive  Know- 
!  ledcte,  new  Arts  will  be  invented  to  the 
End  of  Time. 

B  In 


*  Rog,  Bacd  de  miianJa  poteftate  Artis  Natur*. 
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In  all  Changes  and  Tranftfmtation§  of 
Bodies,  Nature  is  always  the  efficient 
Caufe  ^  Art  makes  Ufe  of  Nature,  and  is 
only  the  occafional  Caufe  of  the  Effed 
produced  :  The  Alchymift  pretends  to  no 
more. 

“  We  do  not  do  it,  (fays  *  Geber)  but 
«  Nature  does  it,  which  we  ferve  by  our 
cc  ingenious  Artifice  we  prepare  the  Mat- 
44  ter,  and  difpofe  the  Ways  for  Nature 
“  always  operates  by  it  felf,  we  are  only 
u  her  Servants  :  We  do  not  tranfmute 
44  Metals,  it  is  the  Work  of  Nature. 

And  as  the  Gardiner  obtains  from  Na¬ 
ture  more  excellent  Fruits,  and  more  ele¬ 
gant  Flowers  by  his  Art,  than  Nature 
would  produce  if  left  to  her  felf,  fo  the 
Alchymift  improves  the  Gifts  of  Nature 
by  his  Art,  which  confifts  in  the  Know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Effed  that  will  follow  from 
fucii  and  fuch  Difpofition  of  Matter. 

I  hope  this  Comparifon  will  not  ap¬ 
pear  trivial,  if  one  but  obferve  that  a 
{mail  Sprig  of  Mint  growing  in  a  Bottle 
full  of  Water,  fhews  a  Metamorphofis  of 
that  whole  Water,  which  is  cold  and  fluid,, 
into  an  AromaticR  hot  Plant*,  and  may 
afford  as  much  Speculation  to  a  true  Phi- 
lofopher,  as  the  Tranfmutation  of  Copper 
into  Gold,  which  is  but  a  Paffage  from 
1  t  one 


*  Geb ri  Arabis  de  Alcbymia  fummae  Ferfe&ionis  tra 
ditio® 
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one  Kind  to  another,  and  from  an  impure 
Metal  to  a  pure  one. 

I  remember  with  Pleafure  what  I  faw 


in  Holland,  in  the  Garden  of  a  Gentleman, 
a  great  Florid  :  He  fhew’d  me  firft  a  large 
Bed  of  ugly  Tulips,  all  uniform,  of  a 
Brick  Colour  *5  This  is  (fays  he)  my  Nur- 
fery  :  T  hen  he  carry 5d  me  to  a  private 
Place,  where  under  a  Kind  of  Tent,  like 
a  Green  Houfe,  I  faw  a  Bed  of  Tulips 
beautiful  beyond  Imagination.  You  have 
feen  the  Nurfery,  this  is  what  it  produces 
to  me  by  good  Management,  laid  my 
Gentleman  to  whom  I  reply ’d,  You 
know,  Sir,  how  to  make  an  admirable  Me- 
tamorphofis  this  is  indeed  like  changing 
Copper  into  Gold  and  Silver.  I  cannot 
pafs  by  what  the  Jefuit  Lana  relates  in, 
his  Prodrome  e  vero  frtgZ}®  di  alcuni  inven - 
tioni  nove ,  6c c. 


cc  I  took  a  .Quantity  of  Orange  Flowers, 
and  put  them  into  half 'a  Pound  of  €)yl 
of  Sweet  Almonds,  together  with  a  lit- 
tie  Rock  Allom,  in  a  Glafs  Bottle  well 
ftoop’d  :  1-  exoos’d  it  to  the  Sun  for  a 
Month,  adding  more  Flowers,  when  1 
found  the  firft  were  putrify’d,  without 
taking  any  out.  A  Month  after,  I 
pour’d  off  the  Oyl  impregnated  with 
the  vertue  of  the  Flowers,-  and  very 
odoriferous,  and  divided  the  Oyl  into 
leveral  Glafs  Vials,'  ‘which  I  carefully 
&c  did  fet  alide,  and  left  them  untouch’d 
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“  till  the  next  Spring  •,  at  which  Time  1 
“  faw  certain  Flowers  fwimming  in  the 
“  Oyl,  which  to  me  appear’d  perfectly 
“  like  true  and  frefh  Leaves  of  the  O- 
“  range  Tree  :  But  the  Wonder  increas’d 
“  fome  Months  after,  when  the  hot  Sea- 
“  fon  being  advanc’d,  the  Flowers  were 
“  turn’d  into  Fruit,  about  the  Time  that 
“  fuch  Fruit  was  ripen’d  upon  the  Trees  •, 

there  being  feen  in  the  Bottom  of  the 
“  Vials  fmall  Oranges  with  their  pro- 
“  per  Colours,  in  nothing  diftinguifhable 
“  from  true  Oranges,  S  mallnefs  ettc  p  ^ 
The  Author  /adds,  “  That  this  curious 
“  Metamorphofis  was  feen  by  many  in 
“  their  College  at  Rome,  and  that  he  pre- 
“  fented  Monfieur  Innocentio  Conti ,  Lieu- 
“  tenant-General  of  the  Army  of  the 
c‘  Church,  with  one  of  the  Vials  •,  in 
“  which  Vial  the  fame  Flowers  and  Fruit 
“  were  feen  in  their  Seafon. 

Had  the  Author  conceal’d  his  little 
Art,  he  would  have  pafs’d  for  as  great  a 
Conjurer  as  an  Alchymift,  and,  I  believe, 
would  have  met  with  as  little  Credit  ^ 
for  this  rare  Produftion  is  as  much  out 
of  the  common  Courfe  of  Nature,  as  the 
Tranfmutation  of  Metals  may  be. 

The  Smaragdine  Tables,  the  molt  an¬ 
cient  Book  treating  of  the  Rhilofophers 
Stone ,  is  commonly  reputed  to  be  a  Work 
of  Hermes  Trtfmegiji ,  that  is  to  fay,  thrice 
great,  who  was  the  fame  as  the  God 
‘  '  .Mercury 
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Itfereitry  of  -the  Egyptians  :  But  as  they, 
according  to  Jamblicus ,  were  ufed  to  fa¬ 
ther  upon  him  the  Produft  of  their  Brains, 
to  pay  a  Tribute,  and  to  fhew  their  Reve¬ 
rence  to  him,  whom  they  worfhipp’d  as 
the  Father  of  many  Arts  and  Sciences, 
or  rather  to  give  a  greater  Weight  to 
their  Inventions,  it  is  not  known  who 
was  the  Author  of  that  Book,  the  lefs^that 
Hermes  infcrib’d  it  to  Hermes .  It  is  e- 
nough  for  us  to  fay,  that  this  reputed 
Hermes  is  held  by  the  Alchy  miffs  for  the 
firffc  Inventor  of  their  great  Magiftery  : 
Therefore  to  begin  with  the  Source,  I 
fhall  endeavour  to  find  out  the  Compofi- 
tion  of  it  in  this  Analvfis,  deliver’d  to  us 
by  Hermes  himfelf  in  thefe  *  Words, 

“  It  is  true  and  very  certain,  that  what 

is  fuperior  hath  the  Nature  of  what  is 
H  inferior  •  joyn  them  in  one  only  Way 
“  and  Difpofition  :  Sol  is  the  Father  in 
“  this  Marriage,  and  the  white  Luna  is 
“  the  Mother  •  a  third  fucceeds  as  Go- 
“  vernour,  the  Fire .  What  is  grofs  make 
“  fubtile,  and  what  is  fubtile  make  grofs  : 

“  In 


*  Tab.  Smar.  Verum  eft  8c  veriffimum,  quod  eft  fupe- 
rius  naturam  habet  inferioris,  cor.jungas  unica  via  difpo- 
iitioneque.  Sol  ejus  connubii  eft  Pater,  8c  Alba  Luna  Ma¬ 
ter,  fuccedit  ut  Gubernatoj  ignis.  Ciaffum  fac  fubtile,  8c 
fubtile  fpiffum  reddito,  ad  hunc  modusn  Gloriara  habebis 
fcpjus  Mundi, 


(  !4  ) 

£C  In  this  Manner  you  fhall  polTefs  the 
tc  Glory  of  the  World. 

The  firft  Thing  we  are  to  find  out  is 
the  Matter,  and  the  true  Matter  •,  for  if 
w'  do  miftake  it,  we  (hall  run  from  one 
Error  to  another. 

Every  Body  knows  that  the  Chymnts 
have  given  to  Metals  the  Names  of  the 
Planets  •,  that  Gold  is  Sol,  or  the  Sun , 
and  Silver  is  Luna ,  or  the  Moon ,  and  are 
call’d  by  the  Alchymifts,  among  other 
Names,  the  two  great  Luminaries,  for 
their  Excellence  above  other  Metals.. 

v  But.  according  to  the  Count  i  rev? fan  s 
Precept,  we  muff  not  flick  to  the  Sound 
of  Words,  but  confider  what  is  according 
to  Nature  and  the  Power  thereof.  _ 

The  Metaphor  ufed  by  Hermes  of  fa¬ 
ther  and  Mother,  is  borrow’d  from  the 
Generation  of  Animals,  which  is  effected 
by  the  Union  of  the  Male  and  tlie  Fe¬ 
male.  ,  ,  , 

From  the  Union  of  Gold  and  Silver 

no  Generation  is  to  be  expe&ed  ;  they 
are  both  folid  Bodies,  and  cannot  aft  up¬ 
on  each  other neither  tue  one  proceeus 

from  the  other. 

Geber  the  Arab  is  filled  ■  by  fome  Ma- 
ff'ifler  Magiftronim,  the  Matter  of  Manets, 
as  bein^  quoted  by  all  thofe  who  wrote 
after  him  :  He  fays,  fpeaking  or  the  Er¬ 
rors  of  many  Laborators, 

Other 
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ic  Others  joining  folid  Bodies  with  fi> 
li  lid  Bodies,  and  foft  with  foft,  have 
tc  endeavour’d  to  make  ’em  tranfmute 
ct  each  other,  and  could  not  effed  it  ^  as 
"c  mixing  Gold  or  Silver  with  Copper, 
£c  or  with  any  other  Metal,  they  never 
u  faw  them  tranfmuted  into  Gold  or 
€c  Silver  by  a  true  and  Lifting  Tranfnm- 
u  ration.  * 

This  very  Confideration  hath  deceiv’d 
many,  and  made  ’em  conclude,  that  nei¬ 
ther  Gold  nor  Silver  do  enter  into  the 
Compoiition  of  the  Stone:  It  is  hardly 
to  be  imagin’d,  what  fantaftical  and  ex¬ 
travagant  Imaginations  they  fell  into. 

But  if  we  muft  judge  according  to  Na¬ 
ture  and  Rea fon,  we  muft  feek  in  Gold 
the  Golden  Sulphur,  the  Tincture  with 
which  other  Metals  are  faid  to  be  tinged 
and  dyed. 

In  Gold  (as  all  the  Philofophers  do  a- 
ver)  you  will  find  a  red  Sulphur,  in  Sil¬ 
ver  a  white  Sulphur  •  fucfa  Sulphur  is 
not  to  be  found  any  where  elfe  upon  the 

Earth. 

‘c  That  f  Gold  (fays  Geber)  is  the 
4C  tinging  Sulphur,  it  appears  by  this, 
“  That  being  mix’d  with  Argent  Vive, 
H  by  Sublimation  it  transforms  it  into  a 

cc  red 


*  Gebri  Arabis  de  AJchymia  futnm£  perfe&ionis  tra- 
ditio.  Cap.  XXL 
t  Cap,  de  Effentia  Solis, 
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s<  red  Colour.”  What  this  Argent  Vive, 
and  what  the  Sublimation  is,  (hall  be 
explain’d  and  better  underftood  here¬ 
after. 

Raynu  Lullhts  fpeaks  very  plain  of  the 
Tin&ure  of  Gold  and  Silver,  with  which 
the  Stone  to  tranfmute  into  Gold,  and  the 
Stone  to  tranfmute  into  Silver,  are  made  ^ 
and  you  may  obferve  by  the  by,  that 
Silver  is  alfo  the  Father  of  the  Stone  for 
Silver. 

By  the  fame  *  Reafon  that  a  Man 
cc  proceeds  from  a  Man,  and  a  Bead:  from 
“  a  Beaft,  there  is  alfo  no  other  Ferment 
cc  in  the  World  befides  Gold  and  Silver, 
cc  which  are  the  Tincture  with  which 
<c  Quick-Mercury  is  tinged  ^  who  with- 
out  fuch  Mercury  believes  to  tinge, 
M  proceeds  blindly  to  his  Tranfmutati- 
ons,  becaufe  Gold  gives  the  Colour  of 
Gold,  and  Silver  gives  the  Colour  of 
<c  Silver. 

Here  is  no  Difficulty  but  in  the  Word 
a  Mercury  of  which  hereafter* 

Avicennas 

*  Quia  Homo  exit  ab  homine,  Bos  a  Bove,  item  non 
aliud  eft  fermentuin  in  mundo  nifi  Sol  &  Luna,  qua  font 
tin£lura  cum  quibus  coloratur  Mercurius  vivus.  Qui 
fine  tali  Mercurio  credit  tingere,  ccfccus  vadit  ad  Pra£li- 
cam  fuarum  tranfmutatiorimn  ;  quia  So)  in  colore  Solis 
tingit,  Luna  in  colore  Lunas.  RaywHndi  Lnllii  Fade 
Meeum,  p.  328° 


(  ll  } 


Avicenna's  Words  are  alfo  very  clear  : 

*  Gold  being  the  moft  noble  among 

Metals,  the  moft  compact,  perfed  and 
u  fix’d  y  if  it  be  diffolv’d  and  feparated 
u  in  moft  little  Parts,  it  becomes  Spiri- 
“  tual  and  Volatile  like  the  Mercury ,  and 
<c  that  by  Reafon  of  its  Heat:,  and  then 
cc  it  hath  a  Tindure  without  End,  and 
“  that  Tindure  is  call’d  the  hot  Maf~ 
<c  culine  Sperm . 

I  will  not  tire  my  Reader  with  many 
Qu  otations,  which  I  could  gather  in  great 
Nu  mber:  I  think  this  may  fuffice  us  to 
be  fare,  that  common  Gold  (according  to 
Hermes )  is  the  Father  of  our  Stone  :  But 
the  Mother  Lune  remains  ftill  to  be  en¬ 
quir’d  into. 

Let  us  return  to  our  Philofopher  : 
When  he  is  pleas’d  to  tell  us  where  we 
fhall  find  the  Matter  of  our  Stone,  he 
direds  us  thus  : 

“  Go  to  the  Mountains  of  India ,  and 
u  to  their  Caves,  and  take  from  thence 
*c  the  honour’d  Stones,  which  are  dif- 
“  folv’d  in  Water  when  they  are  mix’d 
u  with  it,  and  that  Water  is  that  which 


*  Cum  Aurum  fit  nobilius  inter  Metalla,  magis  com- 
pa&um,  perfe£tum,  &  fixum,  tamen  fi  diliolvatur,  &  in 
Partes  minimas  feparetur,  fit  fpirituale  &  evolans  ficut 
Mercurius,  &  hoc  ratione  fuse  caliditatis ;  8c  tunc  habet 
Tin£tnram  fine  numero,  Sc  ifia  Tin^luxa  v&atur  Sperou 
Mafculinum  Calidura, 
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“  is  taken  from  other  Mountains  and 
w  their  Caves. 

Gold  is  eafrly  difcover’d  in  thofe  Stones 
taken  out  of  the  Mines  of  India .  Some 
Learned  do  fay,  that  Solomon  did  fend  his 
Fleets  to  India  through  the  Red  Sea,  to 
fetch  that  Quantity  of  Gold  which  a- 
bounded  fo  much  in  Ifrael. 

The  Water  diffolving  thofe  Stones,  or 
rather  that  Gold  is  the  Lima  we  are  look¬ 
ing  for,  the  Lunar  Water,  Aqua  Lunaria , 
fo  often  mention’d  in  the  Books  of  Ai- 
chymie  *5  it  is  th t  Argent  Vive  of  Geber , 
the  Mercury  of  Lully  and  Avicenna  :  It  is 
that  Copper  Water  fo  much  extoll’d  by 
Bafil  Valentin,  which  hath  fo  many  Names 
that  they  can  hardly  be  told.  I  fhall 
fet  down  here  the  inoft  common  among 
the  Alchymifls,  for  the  Satisfaction  of  the 
Curious  •  and  at  the  fame  Time  the  cor- 
refponding  Names  given  to  Gold. 

'  ■  .  i  \  (  t  i 

Luna,  Mulier  Candida ,  Foemina ,  Regina , 
Mercurius ,  Futnus  albus,  Nebula  Nigra,  $ph 
ritus,  Anima ,  Leo  viridis,  Vultur  aqttila ,  Hu - 
tnidatn  Aitrum . 

To  which  Names  do  eorrefpond  with 
Gold, 

Sol,  Rubens  maritus.  Mas,  Rex,  Sulphur , 
Fumus  Citrinus,  Nigrum  nigrius  nigro,  Terra , 
Corpus,  Leo  Rubens ,  Bnfo,  Siccum,  <5cc. 


The 


u 


it 
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The  Philofophers  do  give  us  fufficient 
Warning  of  that  Multiplicity  of  Names  : 
The  laft  Words  of  the  Turbo.  Pauojopho- 

rum  are  thefe  :  .  ,  .  . 

“  Be  fure  that  it  is  fomethmg  to  whicti 

«  vou  mu  ft  add  nothing  but  his  Compa- 
“  nion,  and  let  Men  multiply  Names  j 
for  if  they  were  not  multiply  d,  Glut- 
dren  would  laugh  at  our  Science. 

Thofe  Names  either  point  at  fome  Fro- 
perty,  or  at  the  Colours  through  which, 
the  Matter  paffes  in  the  Procefs  *  by  Lx- 
ample,  our  Water  is  call'd  the  Female ,  be¬ 
cause,  fays  Arnold™,  In  fe  recipit  virtutem 
Mafculi, Oleum, Sulphur, Tin&ur a.-,  that  is  o 
fay  Ihe  receives  the  Sulphur  of  Gold,  the 
Oyl  the  Tinfture  •,  and  by  the  Similitude 
of  Nature,  unites  with  it,  and  cleaves  to 
it  in  the  Fire,  which  common  Mercury 

“  We  never  could  find  (fays  ^  Geber) 
«  any  other  Thing  permanent  in  the  lure, 
“  except  that  unftuous  Humidity^ which 
“  is  the  foie  Root  of  all  Metals.  And 

the  Count  Trevifan,  p 

“  Our  *  Work  is  made  or  one  woot, 

«  and  of  two  Subftances  Mercurial,  taken 

C  2  1  crude 


*  Opus  noflrum  fit  ex  una  radice,  &  ex  duabus  fub- 
ftantiis  mercurialibus,  ciudis  affumptis  &  ex  tnine 
flis,  puris  &  mundis ,  igne  ccnjunQis  «“«*«**  ^ 
ipfa  materia  affidue  coflis,  ufque  <jum  c  cotpus 

fiat,  in  quo  quidem  uno  corpus  fivitw  &  C0Ifu:* 
fun*  a  comniixtione. 
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‘£  crude  out  of  the  Mine,  purify’d  and 
“  cleanfed,  joyn’d  by  an  amicable  Fire, 

as  the  Matter  requires  ^  concoCted  in- 
“  ceftantly  until  out  of  two  be  made  one  • 
“  in  which  one  the  Body  is  made  Spirit’ 
“  and  the  Spirit  becomes  a  Body  by  Com- 
u  mixtion. 

Thefe  two  Subftances  are  of  one  Root, 
which  is  Mercury ,  out  of  which  is  extract¬ 
ed  the  Argent  Vive ,  with  which  Nature 
generates  Gold  in  the  Bofom  of  the  Earth- 
fo  that  the  Matter  of  the  Philofophers’ 
Stone  is  Gold,  and  the  Seed  of  Gold  and 
nothing  elfe. 

Therefore  Hermes  expreffes  himfelf 
thus  : 

“  *  Nothing  agrees  with  the  Thing  but 

what  is  of  its  own  Nature,  and  neareft 

“  to  its  own  5  then  it  will  beget  Children 
“  like  itfelf. 

Now  I  hope  we  have  found  out  the 
true  Matter  of  the  Philofophers  Stone : 
dVe  muft  fee  what  muff  be  done  with  it. 
But,  before  I  begin,  I  muft  anfwer  an  Ob¬ 
jection,  which  otherwife  might  perplex 
the  Reader. 

The  Philofophers  do  fay,  That  their 
Oolci  is  not  common  (S old ^  *  ns  tloeir  ddercury 
is  not  common  Mercury.  Aurum  noftrum 
non  ejl  Aurum  quod  eft  Vuh h 

iou 


Non  covenit  rei?  nifi  quod  eft  propinqujus  8c  in 
nat^ra  faa  ;  Tunc  geperafcitur  Proles  fi miles  Hermes: 
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You  muft  know,  that  when  the  Mer¬ 
curial  Water  in  the  Solution  of  Gold  hath 
feiz’d  the  Sulphur,  the  Oyl,  the  Tinfture 
of  Gold,  the  Philofophers  do  call  it  Au- 
rum ,  Gold :  And  Arnoldus  Villanov anus ,  in 
Jiis  great  Rof, ary ,  Page  138,  explains  it 
thus  : 

“  Our  Gold  is  not  common  Gold,  be- 
<c  caufe  it  hath  receiv’d  a  great  Addition 
“  in  Tinfture,  and  Prefervation  in  the 
“  Fire*  * 

That  Water  united  with  the  incombu- 
ftible  Sulphur  of  Gold  is  richly  tinged 
with  it,  and  is  incombuftible  5  as  I  have 
made  the  Experiment  of  it,  and  I  have 
feen  with  my  own  Eyes,  and  have  (hewn 
to  fome  of  my  Friends,  and  can  Ihew  it 
ftill  to  the  Curious.  And  it  proves  it- 
felf  to  be  no  Sophiftication,  being  very 
hot,  oily,  and  ponderous  ,  bright  like  mel¬ 
ted  Gold,  and  will  not  burn  nor  flame : 
Nothing  like  it  in  Nature. 

Now  I  proceed.  The  Propriety  of  our 
Lunar  Mercurial  Water  is  to  dilfolve 
Gold.  > 

cc  Cuflos  in  Turba  fays,  *  1  admire,  O 
“  Company  of  Philofophers,  the  Power 
■c  and  Virtue  of  this  Water,  which  is  fuch, 
“  that  when  it  is  enter’d  into  the  Body, 

“  it 


*  Miror,  O  Turba  Sapientum,  de  tali  vi  hujus  aqu^e  ac 
naturae,  cum  introivit  in  hoc  corpus,  vertit  ipfura  in 
terram,  deinde  in  pulverenj,  Cufios  In  Turk  a* 


« 


it 
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«  it  turns  it  into  Earth,  and  then  into 

11  ThT  firft  Thing  then  to  be  done,  hr  to 

apuly  that  Water  upon  prepard 
and  aftuated  by  the  Fire  it  will  exert  its 
Nature  :  They  will  embrace  mutually 

CaC‘‘  Thus  we  muft  joyn  them  together  , 
which  Com  mixtion  the  +  Philofophers 
have  compar’d  to  a  Marriage  of  two, 
Qf  whole  Embraces  does  remit  a  Gol¬ 
den  Water-,  according  to  the  Turba. 

And  the  Semita  Semite  \  .  . 

“  Our  Water  diffolves  Bodies,  calcines 

«  them,  reduces  them  into  Earth  and 

«  transforms  them  into  Afhes  albiti-and 

deanfes  them  according  to  the  Word  ot 
Morienus  •,  Moth  6' Ignis  Latonem.  MunA 

difieant  id  eft  obfcuriUtemjerntmabe^ 

«  aniphmt.”  That  is  to  fay,  0>  a 
ter  clarifies  Gold,  reducing  it  at  laft  to  a 

precious  Stone.  _  _  , 

Let  us  hear  again  the  Tar**. 

“  Unlefs  you  do  demolilh  the  folid 

“  Bodies  by  a  Spiritual  Matter  unti  t  e 

-  Corporeal  be  made  Incorporeal,  and  like 

“  a  thin  Spirit,  you  cannot  extraft  thai 
«  highly  fubtile  and  tingent  Soul  whicl 
«  is  hid  in  the  innermoft  of  the  bofa 


cc 


t  c 


a 


a 


+  Sir  opportet  nos  duo  conjungere,  quarn  commixtw 
nemPhUofophi  compaiarunt  conjugibu*.  ex  quotum  am 
plexu  refultat  qua  Aure*.  Tvrte  Phtlof  , 
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u  And  know  y%  that  chiefs  the  Body  her’ 
ct  broken  until  it  be  dead,  and  ye  da 
extract  the  Soul,  which  is  a  tinging  dr 
dying  Spirit,  you  (hall  never  be  able 
to  dye  a  Body  with  it* 

"  This  Dye  Is  not  a  fimple  Gilding,  it  is 
giving  the  Colour  as  it  is  in  Gold  itfelf, 
and  effentially  or  intrinfically. 

The  true  Solution  is  reducing  Gold 
and  Mercury  into  their  firft  Matter ,  which 
is  not,  as  fom'e  ignorantly  have  fancy’d, 
to  reduce  into  the  four  Elements,  by  reat 
fon  that  they  are  the  Principles  of  all 
Things,  which  Nobody  doubts  of  y  but 
is  not  what  the  Philofophers  mean  by  re* 
ducing  our  Stones  into  the  firft  Matter. 
The  firft  Matter  of  Mercury  is  a  Water  ^ 
the  firft  Matter  of  Gold  is  quick  Mer¬ 
cury,  or  'Argent  Vive  and  Sulphur,  as 
Geber  and  all  Philofophers  do  hold. 

■ cc  Eft  igitur  Sol  creatus  ex  fubtilijjima  fub- 
ft  anti  a  Argenti  ViV %  &  clatijjima  fix  n  fa 
<c  mundiffimar  &  ex  pane  a  fubftantid 
■u  fmphuris  mundi  &  pnrx  rubidinis  fixif- 
cc  / mi ,  clan  &  a  natura  fua  mutati ,  tin- 
u  gentis  ?llud?  Geber,  cap  vi. 

When  you  have  reduced  Mercury  Into 
Water,  and  with  that  Water  you  have 
reduced  Gold  into  a  thin  Earth  and  fpr- 
rituous  Sulphur,  you  need  not  to  think 
of  the  four  .Elements,  which  are  the  firft 

Matter 
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Matter  of  all  Things,  and  fo  are  the  firft 
Matter  of  Argent  Vive  and  pure  Sul¬ 
phur  ^  which  Argent  Vive  and  Sulphur  at 
laft  are  the  firft  Matter  of  Gold,  and  of 
all  Metallic  Subftances. 

Th  is  is  ftrongly  exprefs’d  by  the  Count 
Trcvifaiiy  in  his  Anfwer  to  Thomas  de 
Bononta ,  (a  Phyfician  of  Carolus  VIII.) 
who  had  fent  him  a  Stone  compos’d  by 
him  the  Phyfician. 

Therefore  thofe  learned  Chymifts,  who, 
taking  this  Matter  wrong,  did  laugh  at 
the  Alchymifts  for  pretending  to  reduce 
Gold  into  its  firft  Principles,  had  no  great 
Reafon  to  triumph  over  them.  Whoever 
(hall  fee  the  Philofophical  Solution  of 
Gold,  will  have  Reafon  to  laugh  at  the 
Ignorance  of  the  Criticks. 

“  *  Gold  is  nothing  but  Argent  Vive , 
or  Quickfilver  coagulated  by  the  Force 
cc  of  Sulphur.  Therefore  if  Gold  be  di- 
“  gefted  or  diflolved  duelyand  naturally 
Cl  in  Argent  Vive,  that  Argent  Vive  ac- 
“  quires  the  Natural  Proprieties  of  that 

“  Gold. 


*  Comes  March.  Trevi  ad  Thom  am  de  Bononta  Epifi, 
Aurum  non  eft  aliud  quam  Argentum  Vivum  coagulatum 
vi  Sulphuris  :  Ideo  ft  Aurum  in  ArgentoVivo  decoquan- 
tur  feu  diflblvzrtur  debits,  &  via  naturali  Artis,  ipfum 
Argentum  Vivum  naturales  proprietates  illius  Auri  acqui¬ 
re^  verura  tamen  hujus  Deco&ionis  &  Solutionis  metal- 
loiurtx  via  paucifllmis  nota  eft  ac  patet.  Comes  Trevij . 
N.  B.  /  need  not  repeat,  that  Quickfilver  here  is  no  common 
Qii  1  fiver,  which  does  not  cleave  to  Gold  or  Silver  in  the 
Fin,  hit  flies  away. 


(  M  ) 

“  Gold.  But  the  Art  of  that  Decodion 
“  and  Diffolution  is  known  to  very  few. 

“  Trevifan. 

Geber,  difputing  againft  thofe  who  de- 
ny’d  the  Poflibility  of  Transmutation,  ar~ 

goes  thus : 

“  And  that  is  that  makes  them  believe 

“  the  Conftrudion  of  '  Gold  impomble, 
“  becaufe  they  do  not  know  its  artificial 
“  Deftrudion  from  the  Gourfe  of  Nature : 
“  They  prove,  perhaps,  that  Gold  is  of  a 
“  very  llrong  Competition,  but  they  do 
«  not  prove  to  what  Degree  it  is  fo. 

Let  us  hear  other  Philofophers  about 
our  Solution  :  And  firft. 

Arm! Jus  Villa  *  “  The  firft  Homogeinity 
“  of  Metals  is  Argent  Vive  :  Therefore 
“  when  they  are  diffolv’d  in  that  Homo- 
“  ginity,  they  are  united  and  join  d  toge- 
“  ther,  and  never  part:,  {to  wit ,  in  the 
“  P races)  becaufe  they  ad  upon  each  o- 
“  ther,  as  being  alike. 


j)  George 


-  Prima  vero  Homogeinitas  metallorum  eft  Argentum 
Vivum,  cum  ergo  in  ipfa  Homogeimtate  folvuntu  , 
fimul  conjunguntur,  nec  unquam  leparantur  quoniam  u- 
tnumque  a  git  in  fuum  (unite. 


a 

u 

u 
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B-iph  t  “  Know  my  Son,  that 
our  firft  Matter  is  neither  common 
Gold  nor  common  Silver  j  nor  can  it 
he  got  out  of  corroiive  or  other  ex¬ 
ternal  Things.  Have  a  Care  not  to 
u  .  in  y°ur  Work  any  Thing  contrary 
to  its  Nature  :  For  you  know  that  Man 
'hall  reap  what  he  fows  :  Mark  *  alio, 
tnat  our  Stone,  which  is  perfect  in  its 
Kind,  is  hard,  nor  can  it  eafily  hi  dif- 
folvd  .-  But  if  you  join  his  Wife  with 
him,  it  is  diiiolv  d  info  a  Philofophical 
and  incombuftible  Ovl,  which  hath 
many  other  Names.  ' 


K  'Bucctnx  jj  “  The  fair  Rednefs 

st  V  ^°PPer  transforms  the  Metallic 
,  huhitance  of  Argent  Vive  that  is  to 

«  l3/v  Lime,  in  an  admira- 

“  hie  Golden  Tinfture, 

*  '  ' 

. . .  Euclides. 


r  Clt0  igittir,  mi  Fili,  noftnm  primam  materiam  nec 
Aurum  nec  Argentum  commune  eile,  nec  poffe  ex  corro. 
fivo  aut  alns  rebus  externis  elici.  Cave  igitur  mi  Fiji 
ne  aliquid  ad  opus  affiimas  aiiquid  affumas  nature  ijiius 

’  Scl,Men’n?  cert>ffime  hominem  meflurum 
quod  feminat.  Nota  etiam  Japidem  noftrum  in  fuo 
penere  abfolutum  die  durum  nec  facile  folvi }  fed  ft  ” 

ohirum^n™  (uynadjungas  folvitur  in  OJeum  PhiJofo- 
phicum  incombuftibije,  quod  multa  alia  habet  Nomina 
G'trgm  R.pleus  Can,  AngluJ.  de  Arte  Chimyca. 

■  Remember- the  honour  d  Stones  of  Hermes. 

tJ  M!,fa  Kubedo  -dEris  noftri  transformat  Sub  ft  an 
wm  MetaJijcam  ArgentiVivi,  id  eft  Lurne  PhilofophiS 

W  I  Ur'"'k  Aureara  mirabilem.  Clangor  BucrinJ 

^  Philofophomw  theCmer 

?f  PMlfophers,  that  is,  Gold  ’  Wer 
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Eu  elides.  Confulo  tibi  at  non  opereris 
nifi  in  Sole  &  Mer curio  Jimul  junttis . 

“  I  advife  thee  not  to  work  but  in 
u  Gold  and  Mercury  joined  together. 

Then  it  is  call'd  Rebis ,  from  whence 
this  Verfe  : 

Res  Re  bis  eft  ana  conjun&a,  fed  tamen  ana 

Solvitur  at  prima  ftnt  aat  Sol  a  at  Sperm  at  a 

C Luna . 

Raim>  Lullius  ||  u  The  Diffolvant,  with- 
*  out  Gold  or  Silver,  cannot  produce  or 
generate  the  Philosophers  Stone,  no^ 
on  the  contrary  but  when  they  are 
joyn’d,  the  Menflnmm  or  Diftolvant 
moves  and  difpofes  Metals  to  a  Difio- 
tc  lution  '•)  and  in  their  Turn  Metals^  move 
a  the  Me nft mum  to  produce  Heat  in  the 

~C  C  ^  Q 

Avicenna  *  “  Whence  it  follows,  if  in 
“  our  Stone  there  were  only  Sol  or  Lunet 

D  2 _  the 

H  Menftruum  abfque  Auro  vcl  Argento  Lapidem  gene- 
rare  nonpoteft,  nec  e  cqntra  :  Ubi  autem ‘  llJ.a  Con]UI^ 
cuntur,  Menftruum  movet  Metalla  ad  diflolutionem,  Sc 
viciffim  Metalla  movent  Menftruum  ad  producendum 
icnem  in  Lapidibus.  Lullius  in  Cowpendio  Anm*. 
b  *  Unde  fi  in  noftro  lapide  effet  folummodo  Sol  aut 
Luna,  nunquam  de  facile  flueret  Medecina,  neque  tm£u« 
ram  daret  per  aliquod  Magifterium,  quoniam  non  elie£ 
receptaculum  tin&urs:.  Hoc  totum  non  intelligas  de  Luna 
Valgaii,  fed  Luna  Philofophica,  quse  Lunaria  dicitur. 
Lrgo  confulo  ut  non  opereris  nifi  cum  Mercurio,  Sole  & 
Luna,  quoniam  totum  beneficium  illius  Artis  in  c?  •-« 

liftit.  Avicenna  IraUatHd  de  ChemU. 


a 


u 
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the  Medicine  would  never  eafily  flow, 
“  nor  would  it  give  a  Tin&ure,  by  rea- 
“  fon  that  it  would  not  be  the  Recepta- 
“  cle  of  Tinfture.  Do  not  underftand 
“  the  whole  of  Vulgar  Lime  but  of  Phi- 
lofophical  Lime,  which  is  called  alfo 
“  Lunaria.  Therefore  I  advife  not  to 
work  but  in  Sol,  and  Lime,  and  Mer- 
“  curJ,  becaufe  the  whole  Benefit  of  the 
“  Art  confifts  in  them. 

By  the  foregoing  Quotations  you  may 
fee,  firft,  how  they  agree  in  their  Do- 
ftrine,  tho’  they  difFer  in  Stile  and  Ex- 
preffion. 

Secondly,  That  the  Lhilojopheys  Stone 
is  made  of  pure  Gold,  and  of  the  pure 
Spirit  of  the  Solific  Mercury,  which  is 
the  Seed  of  Gold. 

Thirdly,  That  Gold  mull  be  diffolv’d 
in  the  Mercurial  Spirit,  and  yield  to  it 
its  Sulphur  and  Tindture  •  fo  that  it  re- 
.mains  in  difcolour’d  Powder. 

Fourthly,  That  neither  of  thefe  two 
Individuals  alone  can  generate  the  Stone 

but  do  want  the  Help  of  each  other  to 
effedl  it. 

The  fame  mult  be  underltood  of  Lune , 
or  Sliver,  when  you  intend  the  Stone  for 
Silver }  and  have  a  care  not  to  mix  the 
golden  Sulphur,  which  gives  the  golden 
dmeture,  with  the  white  Sulphur  of  Sil- 

,  ver. 
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ver,  which  tinges  in  white,  as  you  will 
find  in  all  the  Books  of  Alchymie. 

Now  if  any  Man  Ihould  pretend  to  the 
Knowledge  of  this  great  Magiftery,  let 
him  make  a  fenfible  and  ocular  Demon* 
ft  ration  of  the  real  and  radical  Solution 
of  Gold,  and  Ihew  the  duplicate  Mer¬ 
cury,  bright  as  melted  Gold,  uncluous, 
heavy,  fpirituous,  hot,  and  incombuftible, 
otherwife  he  deferves  no  Credit,  and  is 
either  a  Sophift  or  a  deluded  Vdfionary. 

Hitherto  I  have  added  my  own  Expe¬ 
rience  to  Theory  \  but  I  am  oblig  d  to 
declare,  that  I  have  no  manner  of  Expe¬ 
rience  of  the  farther  Theory  •,  nor  do  I 
believe  I  ever  {hall  :  My  Life  is  too  far 
advanc’d  to  proceed  to  Practice  and  Expe¬ 
riments  :  I  may  well  fay, 

'  'k  ■  s,  f  ’  ’  .  ,  ■  •  *  .  ..  ‘  J 

u4rs  longa.  Vita  brevis . 

The  following  Leffon  of  Geber  is  too 
well  imprinted  in  my  Mind  : 

“  Whatever  Knowledge  the  Artift  may 
“  acquire  by  Theory,  if  he  hath  not  the 
“  Affiftance  of  a  natural  Induftry,  he  {hall  . 
“  not  be  invited  to  our  precious  Feaft. 

“  in  cafe  of  need  he  may  by  his  Induftry 
“  correft  and  amend  his  Errors,  to  which 
“  he  could  apply  no  Remedy  if  he  was 
“  only  grounded  upon  Theory,  becaufe 
“  Theory  and  Induftry  inuft  help  one 
5‘  another. 

Some 
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Some  Theory  abfolutely  neceffary  in 
order  to  Praftice,  but  Praftice  mutt  per¬ 
fect  Knowledge.  I  confefs  my  felf  very 
unexpert  in  Manuals. 

1  fhali  willingly  impart  to  you  what 
Theory  I  have  been  able  to  acquire  in 
the  Perufal  of  many  Treatifes  of  Alchi- 
mie  j  rather  provok  d  by  Difficulties  than 
difcourag’d,  rather  accufing  myfelf  of 
Stupidity  than  my  Matters  of  Nonfenfe 
no-twithftanding  their  affefted  Loquacity’ 
their  eternal  Repetitions  in  different 
Terms  and  Metaphors,  and  the  Multipli¬ 
city  of  Operations,  where  but  one  is  re¬ 
quir'd,  as  Geber  himfelf  fays,  tho’  he  be, 
as  Tbef.  Trevijan  fays,  Totus  Scabrofus. 

“  Our  Matter  is  one,  our  Decoction  is 
“  one,  m  which  the  whole  MaMfterv 
“  confifts.  °  } 

I  begin  with  the  Analyfis  of  the  whole 
Procefs,  deliver’d  in  Turba  by  Baffin. 

“  After  you  have  united  the  Citrin 
with  hisConfort,  put  them  in  the  Bath, 
but  let  the  Heat  be  gentle,  for  fear 
they  ffiould  be  luffocated  j  and  let 
“  them  reft  there  till  their  Body  and  Co- 
“  lour  be  made  one.  * 

This  is  the  firft  Difpofition  which  we 
have  already  feen.  But  for  a  farther  E- 
lucidation  B.  Lully  fhali  explain  the  Senfe 
of  Baffien  thus  : ' 


“  With 


(  3 1  ) 

u  f  With  God’s  Help,  take  one  Gance 
£t  of  the  faid  Menflruum )  (or  Dijfolvani) 
ct  put  it  in  half  an  Ounce  of  Gold,  very 
-c  pure,  in  Leaves  or  Filings  fubftan dally, 
tC  and  flop  well  the  Glafs,  that  nothing 
can  evaporate,  and  pat  it  in  a  Balneo  for 
“  two  Days,  and  the  Menflruum  will  be 
“  inti  rely  colour’d  of  the  Ciflrin  Colour, 
“  very  bright  and  clear:,  then  put  your 
c<  Velfel  in  Alhes  for  a  Day,  and  the 
“  Menflruum  will  be  of  a  higher  Colour* *, 
*c  then  decant  it,  and  keep  it  fafe  in  ano- 
<cv  ther  well  ftopt  Glafs,  and  fo  go  on  in 
cc  the  fame  Manner  until  the  Menflruum 
“  does  receive  no  more  Colour  j  then  the 
<c  Earth  of  Gold  will  remain  without 
“  Colour  in  the  Bottom  of  the  Velfel. 

Bajfen  goes  on  *,  u  After  that  reftore 
cc  to  it  its  Sweat,  and  kill  it  again  -3  then 

“  procure 

•J-  Cum  Dei  adjutorio  recipe  unciam  unam  di£ti  mcn- 
ftiui,  in  ea  pone  unciam  dimidiam  deSole  puriffimo,foli- 
ato  live  limato  fubflantialiter,  &  claude  vas  optime  ne 
refpiret,  &  pone  in  balneo  per  duos  dies,  Sc  menflruum 
totum  colorabitut  colore  citrino,  refplendenti  8c  lucido  • 
deinde  pone  eum  in  cineribus  per  unum  diem  naturakm, 
&  magis  etiam  colorabitur,  Poflea  extrahe  per  evacua- 
tionem  di&um  menflruum  in  alio  vafe,  8c  optime  vas 
claude  :  Et  fic  per  omnia  reiterando,  fac  ut  fupra  donee 
non  coloretur  amplius  menflruum,  &  tibi  remanebit  in 
fundo  vafis  terra  de  Sole  fine  colore.  Raym.  Lttllii  Lux 
Mercuriorum . 

*  Deinde  reddite  ei  fudorem  fuum,  ac  iterum  neci  date, 
requiemque  conflituite  caventes  ne  fugi-ant.  Et  tunc  ve- 
neramini  Regem  8c  luam  Uxorem,  &  nolite  eos  com- 
burere  nimio  igne,  &  eos  regite  donee  nigri  fiant,  deinde 
albi,  poll  rubej.  Bajfen  in  T wba. 
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“  procure  to  them  Reft,  taking  Care  that 
“  they  do  not  fly  away.  Then  refped 
“  the  King  and  his  Confort,  do  not  burn 
“  them  with  too  much  Fire,  govern  them 
“  till  they  become  Black,  then  White, 
“  then  Red.  V  ’ 

This  is  the  fecond  Difpofition.  Bajfen 
difpatches  the  third  in  thefe  few  Words  : 

Ultimo  fiant  venenum  tingens.  At  laft 
they  muft  be  made  a  tingent  Venom. 

The  Senfe  of  thefe  Words  is.  That 
you  muft  imbibe  the  Earth  of  Gold  with 
the  Golden  Tindure  extraded  in  its  Dif- 
folution  :  Which  Tindure  Bafil  Valentin 
calls,  Mercurius  Duplicates.  In  which  Im¬ 
bibition  two  Things  are  to  be  obferv’d  : 

Firft,  You  muft  diftil  the  whole  Quan¬ 
tity  you  have  of  the  Golden  Tindure  or 
tinged  Mercury,  until  there  remains  be¬ 
hind  one  third  Part  of  it,  which  is  the 
Sudor,  the  Sweat  here  required,  and  con¬ 
tains  the  Spirit,  the  Soul  of  Gold.  Se¬ 
condly,  Obferve  a  due  Proportion  •  as  an 
external  Heat  is  neceftary  in  all  Genera¬ 
tions  to  move  and  aduate  the  Heat  of 
the  Sged,  as  the  Heat  of  the  Sun  for 
all  Vegetables,  the  Heat  of  the  Hen  for 
the  Generation  of  Birds,  the  Heat  of 
the  Matrix  for  the  Generation  of  Ani¬ 
mals  j  fo  our  Matter  wants  alfo  an  exter- 

v  •  ’  I  •  -  -f  •  »  •  « 
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external  artificial  Fife  to  move*  provoke,, 
and  aduate  the  natural  and  effential  Heat 
of  our  Matter :  Therefore  the  Philofo- 
phers  have  ftiut  it  up  in  a  Glafs  Veflel 
contriv'd  for  the  Purpofe,  feal’d  it  Her¬ 
metically,  and  plac’d  it  in  the  fecret  Fur¬ 
nace  j  wherein.,  as  in  a  Matrix,  it  receives 
the  gentle  Warmth  of  the  Ambient  Air* 
not  exceeding  the  Heat  of  the  Sun  in  the 
Summer:  And  that  is  the  Meaning  of 
the  Refpcd  we  muft  bear  to  the  King 
and  his  Spoiife  j  for  they  mull  die  again 
of  a  foft  and  eafy  Death,  that  is  to  fay* 
they  muft  dilfolve  again. 

The  iirft  Sign  of-  Solution  is  the  uni- 
verfal  Blacknefs  of  our  Matter,  which 
appears  after  forty  fix' Days. 

“  Whence  (fays  the4*  Sc  ala  fhtlofopho - 
C€  ruth )  the  Heat  knitting  the  Water  toge~ 
“  ther  with  the  Earth,  firft  caufes  Black- 
€€  nefs  therefore,  the  Sun  is  darken’d  in 
cs  its  rifing  :  And  this  Blacknefs  is  the 
“  Beginning  of  the  Work,  the  Mark  of 
a  Putrefadion,  a  fure  Beginning  of  Com- 
a  mixtion,  a  Sign  of  the  Solution  of  the 
sc  Body,  and  the  entering  into  each  a- 
“  ther. 

E  Here 


*  Unde  Calor  conne&ens  hutfiidura,  primo  genetat 
frigredinem  ideoqtfe  obfctoratus  eft  Sol  in  fuo  ortu ;  Sc  haec 
denigratio  eft  opens  initium,  putrefacHonis  indicium, 
certumque  commixtionis  principipm,  corporis  folutionii 
fignum,  8c  fufceptio  utriufqtie  in  akerwrn*  Ssala  Philo* 
fiphortim*  >  1 
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Here  might  be  objeded,  that  Gold  is 
pretended  to  be  already  diffolv’d }  what 
do  you  now  mean  by  Diifolution  of  the 
Body.  To  refolve  this  Objedion,  obferve 
what  Cufios  fays  in  Turha,  which  we 
have  already  quoted. 

“  I  admire  the  Vertue  and  Nature  of 
“  this  Water  j  when  it  is  got  into  the 
“  Body  it  turns  it  into  Earth,  then  into 
“  Powder.  By  Powder,  the  Philofopher 
“  means  the  Subtilization  and  Sublima- 
“  tion  of  the  Earth,  which  carries  far- 
“  ther  the  Solution  to  a  Spiritualiza- 

tion.  .  , 

The  firft  Deftrudion  of  the  Metallick 

Strudure  and  Solidity  of  Gold,  is  there¬ 
fore  call’d  by  Senior ,  Contrition. 

So  Zeunon  in  Turba  *,  “  Therefore  the 
“  Wifemen  have  faid,  if  you  _  do  not 
“  change  the  Bodies  into  Spirits,  and 
“  Spirits  into  Bodies,  you  have  not  yet 
“  found  the  Principle  of  this  Work. 
sc  The  Bodies  become  Spirits  when  the 
“  Compofition,  call’d  Ethelia ,  is  grinded 
“  until  it  be  made  a  Powder :  And  this 

“  Powder  can’t  be  made,  but  by  a  conti- 

“  nual 


*  Atqae  ob  id  dixere  fapientes,  nifi  corpora  vertatis 
in  non  corpora,  &  incorporea  faciatis  corporea  nondum 
bujus  operis  inveniftis  Principium.  Fiunt  autem  corpora 
incorporea,  cum  Ethelia  teriter  quoufque  fit  pulvis,  & 
hie  pulvis  non  fit  nifi  contritione  continua ;  &  fit  igne 
t3on  manibus,  cum  imbibitionej  putrefactions  &  EtI&lia*' 
Zeunon  in  Tnrba9  Sent*  xxxvii. 
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“  nual  Contrition,  and  is  made  by  Fire 
M  not  by  Hands  ^  and  is  made  by  Imbibi- 
H  tion,  Putrefadion,  and  Ethelia > 

The  Count  Trevifan ,  writing  to  Tho¬ 
mas  de  Bononia ,  fpeaks  without  Figure, 
as  fpeaking  to  a  Friend  in  particular, 
for,  in  what  he  wrote  for  the  Publich,  he 
is  more  obfcure  and  cover’d. 

“  f  With  a  crude  Spirit  they  have 
“  extraded  a  digefted  Spirit  out  of  the 
“  difiolv’d  Body,  and  there  was  left  to 
st  them  Allies  fix’d,  to  be  farther  dif- 
a  folv’d,  m  which  they  have  found  an 
<c  Oleaglnity  and  Gummofity  of  a  ftony 
“  Nature  incombuftible,  which  they  have 
w  call’d  Soul,  which  vivifies,  joyns,  and 
^  makes  Natures  uniform.  They  have 
*c  feparated  Natures  by  Spirit,  and  re- 
united  by  Oil. 

The  fame  Author  concludes  thus,  “  If 
“  any  one  knows  the  Art  and  Secret  of 
the  Difiblution,  he  hath  got  the  Secret 
u  of  the  Art  which  is  to  mix  the  Spe- 
u  cies,  and  to  extrad  the  Vertues  out  of 
*c  them,  which  are  effedually  hid  in 
xi  them. 

E  2  An 


f  Per  fpiritum  crudum  fpiritum  digeftum  Philofophi 
extraxerunt  de  corpore  foluto?  &  eis  reraanfit  Cinis  fixus 
ulterius  diffolvendus  in  quo  reperierunt  oleaginolitatem 
lapideam,  &  incombufUbilem,  &  animam  dixerunt  quae 
vivificat  conjungit  &  facit  naruras  unitas.  In  fpiritu 
n^turas  disjungerunt,  fie  in  qUo  leexqunxcrurp.  Cm* 
Trtv,  ad  Thom .  de  Bononia, 
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An  ancient  Author,  tranilated  from  the 
jtebrew  into  Arabick ,  and  from  the  Ara- 
hick  into  Latin ,  is  perfeftly  agreeable  to 
it  j  here  are  his  own  Words  :~ 

44 *  *  Begin  the  Compofition  which  is  a 
4C  Circle  of  the  whole  Bufinefs.  For  the 
<e  Compofition  fhall  not  be  but  in  Matri* 
46  mony  and  Putrefaction.  Matrimony 
<c  is  the  Mixture  of  the  fubtile  with  the 
u  thick,  and  Putrefaction  is  Roa  fling, 
€i  Grinding,  and  Watering,  until  they 
ct  be  mix’d  together,  fo  that  they  be  one 
cc  without  Difference. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  x4rt  in  this 
Paffage,  but  it  will  be  fufficient  to  ob- 
ferve,  That  tho9  thofe  Words,  Roafting? 
Grinding,  and  Watering,  might  be  ex¬ 
plain’d  in  the  fame  Order  you  have  ’em 
here,  they  ought  rather  to  be  confider’d 
thus,  and  in  the  following  Order. 

Watering,  which  is  the  Application  of 
the  Water  upon  the  Earth,  and  produces 
the  firft  Phenomenon,  to  wit ,  Blacknefs, 
which  is  a  Sign,  as  we  have  already  ob- 
ferv’d,  that  the  Spirit  or  Water  is  en¬ 
tering  the  Particles  of  the  Earth,  and  pe¬ 
netrating  into  the  innermoft  Parts  of  the 

Body  : 

 •  -  .  / 

*  Incipe  compofitionem  quae  eft  ckcuitus  Nam 

compofitionon  erit  nifi  cum  matri uionio&  putrefa£hone ; 
&  matrimonium  eft  commifcere  fubtile  cum  fpifTo,  & 
jrUtrefa&iQ  eft  sftare,  terere  8c  rigare,  quo  ufque  com- 
mifceantiy  inlimul  &  unum  fiant,  ita  quod  non  fit 
diverfitas.  Libt  Sccrctornm  Calid  fil Jt/tchi. 


i 
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Body  :  Grinding  is  the  Aftion  of  the 
Spirit  upon  the  Body,  to  fubtilize  and 
fubJime  it  :  Roafting  is  the  Coagulation 
of  the  Spirit  by  the  Heat  of  the  Body, 
or  the  Earth,  until  both  together  be 
fix’d  in  a  perfeft  Homogeinity  and  Uni¬ 
formity.  * 

Let  us  now  go  back  to  the  laft  Words 
of  the  x^nalylis  of  BaJJen  in  Turba. 

Ultimo  fiant  venenum  tin  gens  :  That  fi¬ 
nally  they  be  made  a  dying  or  tinging 
Venum  \  that  is  to  fay.  That  the  Stone 
might  not  alone  purify  bafe  Metals,  but 
alfo  give  ’em  the  Colour  j  of  which  here- 
'  after. 

We  have  heard  already,  that  the  Phi- 
lofophers  have  contriv’d  a  proper  Veffel 
to  ferve  for  a  Matrix  *  that  they  have 
plac’d  the  Glafs,  containing  the  Corapo- 
fition,  in  a  well  contriv’d  Furnace,  and 
adminiftred  to  it  a  very  gentle  and  con¬ 
tinual  Fire,  that  after  46  Days  they  ob¬ 
tain’d  the  Putrefaction.  Let  us  now  lee 
how  they  proceeded  farther  to  Regene¬ 
ration. 

Confidering  that  the  Matter  was  ftill 
tender,  and  the  Gommixtion  imperfect, 
they  continued  the  Pigeftion  and  Coftion 
with  the  fame  firft  Degree  of  Heat,  with 
a  great  deal  of  Patience. 

Too 


f  In  terra  remanet  magna  psrs  ignea.  Raym.  Ltillim . 


Too  great  Hafte,  fa}^  Geber ,  proceeds 
from  the  Devil  :  After  a  hundred  and 
fifty  fix  Days,  the  Matter  having  pafs’d 
through  feveral  Colours,  ended  and  flood 
in  a  perfed  White. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  conceive,  that  the 
variety  of  *  Colours  fucceeding  one  ano¬ 
ther,  proceeds  from  the  feveral  Degrees 
of  the  Subtiliation  of  the  Earth,  and  the 
Coagulation  and  Exciccation  of  the  Wa^ 
ter  ^  and  of  the  feveral  Degrees  of  their 
univerfal  Commixtion,  which  do  advance 
with  equal  PalTes. 

<c  Congelation,  fays  George  Ripley,  is  the 
£t  hardning  of  foft  Things,  and  the  fix- 
44  ing  of  volatile  Spirits.  (He  adds)  Do 
not  trouble^ou  how  you  fhall  congeal, 
a  for  the  Elements  will  be  knitted,  toge- 
u  ther,  provided  the  Putrefaction  be  pro- 
cured  naturally. 

That  is  to  fay,  your  Body  by  Subtili¬ 
ation,  and  your  Spirit  by  Congealation 
will  become  equal  to  each  other  ;  and 

fo 


*  Caufa  omnium  illorum  colorum  eft  calor  tempera- 
tiffimus  operans,  Si  movens  continenter  materiam,  quae  (Jc 
alteratur  tam  intrinfecus  quam  extrinfecus  fubftantialiter« 

&  Paulo  infra , 

Cum  materia  fa£h  eft  Candida  turn  fpiritus  cum  cor- 
poribus  congelabuntur,  teutons  tibi  eft  adhuc  ftatuen- 
dus  longus  terminus,  anteqiiam  talis  congelatio  tibi  ap- 
pareat  in  fimilitudine  perlarum.  Laetare  afpe$u  talis 
congelationis,  quae  oducet  grana  fanguinis  modo  rubentis, 
omnibus  preferenda  mundi  divkiis.  Georgii  Riplei  Cano . 
Ang%  Quadriga  Anri  (era. 
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fo  the  Body  will  be  made  fpiritual  and 
the  Spirit  corporeal.  The  Earth  is  hot 
and  exciccating,  the  Spirit  is  a&ive,  vola¬ 
tile,  and  diffblving,  fo  that  by  their  add¬ 
ing  and  re-adting  upon  each  other,  they 
at  laft  are  made  one  Homogeinity  of 
Quantity  and  Quality  of  Particles,  which 
may  be  farther  fublim’d  and  fix’d  as  a 
mere  metallick  corporify’d  Fire,  (if  I 
may  fay  foj  a  Lapis  Ignis,  as  Bafil 
names  it. 

The  Philofophical  Sublimation,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Arnoldus.  is  the  Elevation,  not  to 
a  higher  Place,  but  to  a  higher  Nature 
and  Dignity :  Which  may  be  explain’d 
by  a  familiar  Example. 

A  Fruit  full  grown,  is  in  fome  Mea- 
fure  perfected  5  but  will  attain  a  greater 
Degree  of  Perfedtion,  not  by  Addition, 
but  by  a  Kind  of  Sublimation,  when  the 
Sun  brings  it  to  perfedl  Maturity.  As 
the  Flowers  are  produced  in  the  Spring, 
the  Fruit  grows  by  a  gentle  continual 
Heat  but  it  wants  the  nearer  approach 
of  the  Sun  to  ripen  it. 

So  in  this  Magiflery,  the  Matter  would 
be  deftroy’d  if  you  fiiould  adminifter  to 
it  more  Heat  than  is  requir’d,  for  its  So¬ 
lution,  Commixtiort,  and  Coagulation  ; 
which  once  obtain’d,  more  Heat  will  be 
requir’d  for  its  Sublimation. 

But  we  are  taught  not  to  be  too  hafly 
in  this  particular  neither.  We  muft  not 
i  truft 
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ttuft  to  the  firft  appearing  Whitenefs, 
but  ftay  until  it  is  exceeding  white,  and 
bright  like  Pearls,  and  until  you  per¬ 
ceive  a  Circle  of  a  beginning  Rednefs 
round  about  it  j  then  fear  not,  add  to 
your  Fire. 

As  in  Human  Body,  the  firft  Digeftion 
produces  a  white  Juice,  which  palling 
to  the  Parts  which  contain  more  Heat, 
becomes  red,  and  is  at  laft  turn’d  in¬ 
to  Confiftance  of  perfeft  Blood,  fo  our 
Matter,  by  the  increafe  of  external  Heat 
continued  many  Days,  is  at  laft  fix’d  in 
a  Stotle  of  an  obfcure  Red,  then  calcines 
itfelf  into  a  Powder,  heavy,  glittering, 
and  of  a  Tyrius  Colour  ^  which  is  the 
Purple  of  the  Ancients,  a  Kind  of  Violet, 
as  I  take  it,  in  fo  great  Efteem  among 
them  *,  and  by  the  Philofophers  called 
Tyrius ,  from  the  City  Tyrus ,  (as  I  fuppofe) 
a  City  in  Phoenicia ,  which  was  the  Sta¬ 
ple  of  all  the  habitable  known  World, 
and  famous  for  its  Dye  in  Purple. 

To  try  it,  drop  a  Particle  of  it  upon 
a  red  hot  Iron-Plate,  if  it  melts  like 
Wax,  without  giving  any  Smoak,  and 
immediately  finks  and  penetrates  into  the 
Iron,  then  you  have  but  one  Point  more 
to  gain  to  com  pleat  your  Wifttes  you 
have  the  Gumma  of  the  Philofophers. 

Tho’  the  Medicine  the  great  Elixir  is 
now  compleated,  as  far  as  it  is  an  uni- 
vcrfal  Medicine  for  Men,  it  will  not  yet 
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tihge,  o'r  give  the  Tindure  1 6  Metals; 
It  mu  ft  be  fermented  with  Gold,  to  be¬ 
come  a  venenum  Tingens ,  the  Philofo- 
phic  Tindure,  and  tranfmute  bafe  Metals 
into  Gold,  more  perfed  than  Gold  from 
the  Mine  :  The  *  Tttrba  fays,  “  Our  Gum 
u  is  ftronger  than  Gold,  Thofe  who 
u  know  it,  efteem  it  more  precious  than 
<c  Gold,  but  we  honour  Gold,  becaufe, 
“  without  it,  our  Gum  is  not  improv’d”. 

It  is  ftronger  than  Gold,  becaufe  it 
turns  it  into  its  own  Nature,  and  by  it 
acquires  the  dying  or  tinging  Force. 

There  remains  behind  a  great  Secret, 
the  Secret  of  the  Multiplication.  Some 
have  attain’d  the  Stone,  who  could  not 
attain  the  Multiplication,  which  is  done 
by  an  Increafe  of  its  Half,  in  a  Month’s 
Time  whereas,  a  whole  Year  is  iiti- 
ploy’d  in  the  perfeding  the  Stone. 

You  may  be  fure,  that  it  cannot  re¬ 
ceive  any  Increafe  from  any  Tiling  that 
is  not  of  its  own  Nature,  nor  any  Nou- 
riftnnent  but  from  its  own  Blood :  There¬ 
fore  order  your  Work  accordingly.  More 
I  cannot  fay  for  I  do  not  intend  to  in- 
ftrud  the  Cobler,  but  only  help  the  En¬ 
deavours  of  ingenious  and  laborious  Ar- 

F  tilts. 


*  Gama  noftra  eft  fortior  Auro,  propterea  qui  eani 
nofcunt  ipfam  Auro  precioflorem  tenent.  Aurum.  ta~ 
men  honorainus  quia  line  iplb  Gama  non  feiiiencUnir; 
'Turk  Fhilof, 
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tills,  and  to  facilitate  to  them  the  Intel¬ 
ligence  of  excellent,  tho’  obfcure  Books, 
which  are  extant  in  great  Number }  par¬ 
ticularly  of  thofe  I  have  quoted,  in  fuch 
an  Order,  that  they  give  Light  to  one 
another.  I  may  fay  with  more  Reafon, 
Omnia  tibi  dixi  prater  fecretum ,  as  Geber 
fpeaks.  I  have  told  you  all,  except  the 
Secret,  which  no  Man  of  Senfe  would 
defire  to  be  Publick:,  for  then  it  would 
be  good  only  for  fubverting  and  turning 
the  World  upfide  down. 

For  a  Conclufion  to  this  firft  Part  of 
my  Difcourfe,  I  fet  down  here  a  fair 
Paffage  of  the  Count  Trevifan ,  in  his 
Book  De  Chemico  Miraculo. 

Et  enim  Artis  induflria  nihil  adfert  novi9 
nee  adfert  ad  Naturam  in  fu a  radices  ve- 
rum  adjuv-atur  Natura  per  Artem  tit  decet9 
vincula  folvendo .  Item  Ars  per  naturam  ad - 
jut  a  ^  difeendo  ab  operationihus  ejus ,  &  in* 
fuppeditatione  materia ,  fnnul  Arnba  dejideri - 
mn  impotent  ex  voto  oper antis* 

Art  and  Induftry,  do  afford  nothing 
new,  nor  add  anything  to  Nature  in 
its  Root  :,  but  Nature  is  affifted  by  Art, 
as  is  requifite  in  untying  the  Bands.  And 
Art  is  afiified  and  taught  by  the  Ope¬ 
ra  Hons  of  Nature,  and  by  the  Supply 
of  Matter  *,  both  together  fulfil  the  De- 
lires  of  the  Workman. 

This, 
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This,  I  think,  is  fufficiently  made  good 
in  the  foregoing  Pages  and  it  is  the 
fame  as  in  the  Manufacture  of  Glafs, 
which,  if  unknown,  would  be  as  great 
a  Miracle  to  vulgar  Eyes,  as  the  Tranf- 
mutation  of  Metals. 

I  fliall  endeavour,  in  my  Second 
Part,  to  remove  the  common  Preju¬ 
dices  againft  Alchymie. 
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The  Second  Part, 


-jtmm  Propofe  now  to 

s&Hi  I 


Ly  i  fwer  the 
mamm  ftions. 


three 


myfelf,  to.  an- 
following  Qjae- 


I.  Whether  it  is  pofltble  to  Art,  to  make 
in  few  Minutes,  Gold,  which  Nature 
is  fome  Ages  a  forming  in  the  Earth  > 

II.  Whether  if  is  poflible,  that  a  Grain 
of  Matter  could  produce  fuch  a  Mira¬ 
cle,  as  to  tranfmute  feven  or  eight  Oun¬ 
ces’  of  Metal  into  Gold  ? 

III.  Whether  there  ever  was  any  fuch 

Matter  in  the  World  > 


Thefe  three  Queftions,  I  think,  do  con¬ 
tain  all  the  Difficulties  that  can  be  made, 
againft  the  Reality  of  the  Philofpher’s. 
Stone,  in  General. 

As  to  the  firll  Queftion,  I  Ihall  bor¬ 
row  an  Anfwer  from  the  Count 
fuin  *  “  Therefore  (favs  he)  Gold  is 
J  ’  “  dilfolv’d 


*  Ea  propter  Aurum.  diflblvitur  Arte  cum  Mercu**. 

xio5  ut  ex  Maturo  lubveniatur  immaturo>  &  fic  Arte 
tfvcoqnente^  Sc  Natuia  perficieiue^  maturatur  compos 
1  fitio. 
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diffolv’d  with  Mercury,  in  Order,  that- 
what  hath  its  eompleat  Maturity,  might 
help  what  is  crude-,  and  thus,  Art  con* 
coding,  and  Nature  perfecting,  the  Com- 
pofftion  is  ripen’d  :  From  which,  the 
Caufe  may  be  drawn,  why,  by  the 
Help  of  the  Philofophic  Art,  Gold  is 
generated  foo.ner,  in  a  lefs  Time,  more 
perfed,  more  noble,  and  of  a  fuhlimer 
Degree,  than  by  the  Work  of  Nature  : 
Becaufe,  Nature  does  only  concod,  an 
digeft  in  the  Bofom  of  the  Earth,  with¬ 
out  any  AiTiftance,  Mercury  alone,, 
which  in  a  little  Time  cannot  be  brought 
to  the  due  Proportion  of  Gold,  or  any 
other  Metal :  But  our  Art  helps  the 
Work  of  Nature,  mixing  with  Mercu¬ 
ry  mature  Gold,  in  which  there  is  a 
Sulphur,  very  well  digefted  j  and  by 
Confequence,  foon  digefting  and  ripen¬ 


ing 


ikio  Chrifti  Gratia.  Unde  caufa  elici  poteft  quafe 
opere  Artis  Vhilofophics,  citius  &  brevion  tempore 
■•t-iioratin-  Aurum,  perfettius  nobihus  &  gradtbus  tub, 
fimius  quam  opere  Nature.  Quia  Natura  hoc  tantum 
a?it  8c  oDeratur  folum  Mercurium  in  vifceribus  i  c 1- 
xx  abfque  quovis  adminiculo,  coquendo  8c  digerendo3 
quod  non  poteft  ad  debitam  proportionem  Ann,  am; 
alterius  Metalli  parvo  tempore  cqntingere.  Ars  au- 
tern  noftia  vivat  opus  Nature  admifcendo  Meicuno 
Aurum  maturam,  in  quo  eft  Sulphur  optime  digeltum 

&  ideo  maturans  &  cito  digerens  ipfum  Mercurium  ad 

anatkam  Auri  propofitionem ;  elementa  lllius  fubtiU- 
ando:  Unde  fequitur  Mira  hujus  opens  Naturalis  a- 
breviatio.  Comes  Trevijtamis  ai  Thomam  de  Boruwus 
Medicum  Efiu 
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' *  ing  Mercury  itfelf,  to  the  adequate 
“  Proportion  of  Gold,  by  fubtilizing  its 
“  Elements.  Whence  follows  the  won- 
“  derful  Abreviation  of  that  Work  of 
“  Nature”. 

The  Elements  of  Mercury,  are  the 
Spirit,  and  the  incombuftible  Sulphur, 
which  are  the  fame  in  all  Metals,  with 
this  Difference,  that  in  Gold  they  are 
pure,  unmix’d,  and  perfedlly  digefted ; 
whereas,  in  bafe  Metals,  they  are  mix’d 
with  fupervening  Impurity,  with  a  com- 
•  buftible  Sulphur,  therefore  not  equally 
digefted. 

By  Reafon,  (fays  Geher, )  that  all  me¬ 
tallic  Bodies  are  compos’d  of  argent 
Vive  and  Sulphur,  pure  or  impure,  by 
“  Accident,  and  not  from  their  Nativi- 
“  ty  j  therefore  the  Impurity  may  be  re- 
“  mov’d,  by  a  convenient  Preparation  j 
**  for  the  Expoliation,  or  the  removing 
“  of  Accidents  is  not  impoflible”. 

And  this  may  be  done  in  a  Ihort  Time, 
as  we  fee  the  pure  Subftance  of  Antimo¬ 
ny*  by  Example,  foon  feparated  from 
the  Drofs  and  Scories.  If  the  pure  Me¬ 
tallic  Subftance  of  Copper  be  feparated 
from  the  impure,  and  maturated  with 
the  Acceflion  of  the  neceftary  Tinfture, 
the  Tranfmutation  is  perfefted.  So  a 
Man  may  eafily  conceive,  that  Art  does 
not  pretend  to  make  the  Metal,  which 
properly  coft  Nature  fo  many  Years  a 

making. 
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making.  But  Art,  by  Means  of  what 
Nature  hath  already  perfedled,  excites 
Nature  to  perfefl  what  was  left  imper- 
feft.  No  fuch  great  Wonder  then  it  is, 
if  the  Produce  is  fuch  as  it  is. 

Nature  bellows  as  much  Time  in  gene¬ 
rating  Wifmuth,  alias  Bifmuth,  or  iin, 
as  (he  does  in  perfe&ing  Tin-glafs, 
and  no  doubt  fome  hundred  of  Years. 
Wifmuth  is  a  baftard  Metal,  a  monftrous 
Birth,  inftead  of  Tin:  And  as  a  mon¬ 
ftrous  Child,  and  a  right  made  Child, 
are  in  all  Refpefls  of  an  equal  Date  ^  fo 
may  we  be  fure,  that  Tin,  and  Tin-glafs, 
are  of  an  equal  Date  alfo.  Notwithftand- 
ing,  Artifts  have  found  Means,  to  make 
an  'artificial  Wifmuth,  in  three  or  four 
Hours,  noWays  diftinguilhable  from  the 
Natural,  rather  brighter.  But  which 
Way  pray?  (Juft  as  the  Alchymifts  do :) 
They  take  the  Gifts  ready  prepar’d  by 
nature,  and  mixing  them  together,  as 
they  were  mix’d  in  their  Principles,  pro¬ 
duce  in  a  (hort  Time,  what  from  the 
Principles  is  produc’d  in  many  Years  by 
Nature :  To  wit.  Tin,  Arfenic,  white 
Tartar,  and  Salt-peter.  Who  will  refleft 
a  little  on  this  Observation,  may,  I  think, 
reconcile  himfelf  with  Alchymifts,  and 
their  Tranfmutations.  Geber  in  Summa, 
relates  a  Fad,  which  (hews  manifeftly 
that  bsfe  Metals  may  be  purify ’d,  and 
brought  to  the  Perfeftion  of  Gold.  Which 

'  kJ  ■  *  i  i 
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vhll  not  be  amifs  to  fet  down  here  faith- 
fully  translated. 

tC  Gold  gives  its  Colour  to  every  Me- 
44  tal  radically,  and  makes  them  equal 
44  to  himfelf}  makes  Gold  of  all  Sorts  of 
44  Metals.  Accordingly,  we  have  appre- 
44  hended  by  the  Work  of  Nature,  as 

44  well  as  by  Art,  that  Copper  could  be 

€4  tranfmuted  into  Gold.  For  wre  have 
€<  feen  in  the  Mines  of  Copper,  out  of 
44  which  came  forth  a  Water,  carrying 
44  along  with  itfelf  little  Scales,  or  Par- 
*c  tides  of  Copper,  and  walking  them 
44  daily,  and  cleanfing  continually  by  its 
44  Fall.  Afterwards,  the  Water  ceafing 
44  to  flow,  we  have  feen  thofe  Scales  re- 

44  main  three  Years,  or  thereabout,  on 

44  the  dry  Sand,  concocted  by  the  Heat 
44  of  the  Sun.  At  laft  we  found  among 
44  them  true  and  very  pure  Gold.  There- 
544  fore  we  judg’d,  that  they  had  been  pu- 
44  rify’d,  by  Virtue  of  the  Water,  and 
44  at  laft,  equally  digefted  by  the  Heat 
u  of  the  Sun,  in  the  dry  Sand,  and  arriv’d 
44  to  the  Equality  of  Gold.  Imitating 
44  Nature  in  what  we  can,  we  alfo  pu- 
44  rify  ^  albeit  in  this  particular  we  ought 
44  not  to  follow  Nature”. 

This,  I  think,  is  enough  to  fatisfy  a- 
ny  reasonable  Man,  upon  the  firft  Que- 
ftiom 

Now,  I  fhall  fhew,  that  it  is  poflible, 
that  a  Grain  of  Matter  be  fo  highly  fub- 

lim’d. 
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lim’d,  as  to  acquire  fuch  Degree  of  Force, 
and  Adivity,  as  to  pervade,  purify,  and 
perfed  every  Particle  of  half  a  Pound  of 
Metal.  But  the  Reader  mu  ft  excufe  me, 
from  entering  into  philosophical  Reafons, 
and  Arguments,  which  would  carry  me 
too  far,  and  are  always  liable  to  new 
Objedions,  and  Difputes.  The  Poffibi- 
lity  of  a  natural  Effed,  may  be  well  e- 
nough  prov’d  by  other  parallel  Effeds  of 
Nature. 

.The  Nitrofulphureous  Particles,  attrad- 
ed  by  the  Sun,  from  the  Earth  are  fo 
much  fublim’d  above  the  common  Sul¬ 
phur  and  Nitre,  that  being  kindled  in 
the  Air,  and  darted  againft  the  Earth, 
do  melt  in  a  Moment  a  Sword  in  tile 
Scabbard,  Money  in  a  Man’s  Pocket, 
and  palling  through  his  Flelh,  break  the 
Bories:  Which  is  a  Demonftration,  of  the 
great  Adivity  of  the  molt  fubtile  Parti¬ 
cles  of  the  Fulmen,  commonly  call’d 
Thunderbolt.  They  pafs  through  the 
Pores,  or  Interftices  of  loofe  Bodies,  with 
fo  much  Rapidity,  that  they  make  no 
Iihpr'effiori  upon  them  ^  whereas,  meet¬ 
ing  with  Refiftance,  they  dwell  upon  fo- 
lid  Bodies,  and  by  the  Force  of  their 
Motion,  do  melt  Metals,  and  bruife 
Bones  in  an  Inftant.,  Everybody  knows, 
that  a  Thunderbolt,  as  we  call  it,  hath 
various  and  fur  prizing  Effeds*  I  hope  I 
(hall  not  be  too  tedious,  to  relate  here 

G  whaf 
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what  I  have  feen  with  my  own  Eyes 
beyond  Sea. 

1  was  in  a  Caftle  built  by  the  Romans , 
on  the  Bank  of  the  old  Rhine :  One  Night 
we  had  a  violent  Storm,  attended  with 
terrible  Thunder  and  Lightning  :  Among 
others,  one  Clap  of  Thunder  was  fuch, 
that  I  thought  verily  that  it  fell  upon 
the  Houfe,  but  it  p rov’d  to  have  fallen 
in  the  Avenue,  at  a  Jittle  Diftance,  upon 
an  Elm  ,  as  I  found  it  next  Mornings  I 
faw  with  Amazement,  that  almoft  every 
Branch  of  the  Tree  was  fcratch’d  as  with 
an  iron  Hook  ^  the  Stem  had  three 
Streaks,  as  Lines  from  the  Top  to  the 
Foot  5  the  Ground  under  the  Tree,  was 
almoft  cover'd  with  little  Bits,  of  the 
Rind  of  the  Branches,  frefh,  without  a- 
ny  Scent  of  Fire  *  near  the  Foot  of  the 
Stem,  the  Earth  was  ftirr’d  up  like  a 
Molehill:  I  caus’d  to  dig  there,  but  no¬ 
thing  could  be  found,  nor  any  Alterati¬ 
on  in  the  Earth  to  be  perceiv’d  ;  nor  could 
I  perceive  any  liberation  in  the  Leaves 
of  the  Tree. 

When  I  confider  the  extenfive  Dufti- 
lity  of  Gold,  which  we  are  hardly  able 
to  determine  ^  and  I  confider  farther, 
how  much  fubtile  its  Particles  2re  ren¬ 
der’d  by  the  philofophic  Sublimation  \ 
methinks  that  I  could  fooner  explain  the 
Aftion  of  the  Philofopher’s  Stone,  upon 

Metals, 
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Metals,  than  I  can  conceive  any  Thing 
of  the  Fabric  of  this  Fuimen. 

But  we  need  not  to  feek  far  oft  for 
Examples  of  the  prodigious  Subtility 
Matter  is  capable  of;  which,  according 
to  Des-Cartes,  is  neither  finite,  nor  infi¬ 
nite:,  that  is  to  fay,  is  beyond  our  Facul¬ 
ty  of  conceiving.  Let  us  but  reflect  up¬ 
on  the  Animal  Spirits,  elaborated  m  the 
Bodies  of  Animals,  from  the  Blood  ;  one 
fhould  think,  that  in  their  natural  State, 
they  are  of  the  Jaft  Degree  of  Force  and 
Subtility  ;  neverthelefs,  we  have  great 
Reafon  to  fufpeft,  that  they  can  be  ftill 
more  rarify’d,  and  that  they  are  capable 
of  different  Configurations. 

By  the  belt  Obfervations,  no  Venom 
can  be  found  in  the  Viper;  its.Flelh  is 
wholfome,  and  a  Friend  to  human  Blood, 
No  fuch  Thing  can  be  found  about  their 
Teeth,  as  thofe  pretended  little  Blad¬ 
ders,  full  of  a  certain  Liquor,  which 
hath  been  fuppos’d  to  be  the  Venom  they 
tranfmit  into  the  Blood,  when  they  bite. 
Neverthelefs,  their  Biting,  as  every  bo¬ 
dy  knows,  is  mortal;  and  the  oeft  Rea¬ 
fon  that  can  be  given  of  it,  is,  that  An¬ 
ger  does  rarify  luddenly  the  animal  Spi¬ 
rits  in  the  Head  of  that  Animal ;  which 
being  tranfmitted  into  the  Blood,  by  their 
canine  Teeth,  are  capable  of  deftroying 
the  whole  Frame,  of  many  Pounds  of 
Blood,  and  caufe  a  fudden  Death,  as  it 

G  2  happen’d 
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happen ’8  at  Rome  when  I  was  there: 
Two  Men  being  a  (hooting  Quails,  which 
abound  thereabout  in  the  Spring,  one 
fell  down,  his  face  upon  a  Clufter,  or 
Neft  of  •  Vipers,  and,  before  his  Compa¬ 
nion  could  come  to  him,  was  dead  ^  and 

in  few  Hours  his  Body  was  all  over 
black. 

I  would  fain  ask,  how  much  thofe 
Animal  Spirits  did  weigh,  whether  a 
Crain,  or  the  twentieth  part  of  a  Grain? 
Surely  to  hidden  a  Death  could  not  be 
caus  d  by  a  Liquor  infinuated  into  the 
Blood,  and  carry’d  to  the  Heart  by  Cir¬ 
culation  ^  the  Man  would  have  had  Time 
to  rife  and  walk. 

I  have  often  reflected  with  Horror, 
upon  the  difmad  Effeft  of  the  Biting  of 
a  mad  Dog,  which,  in  my  humble  Opi¬ 
nion,  cannot  proceed  but  from  the  Ani¬ 
mal  Spirits,  of  the  mad  Bead,  which  in- 
finuated  into  the  Blood  of  a  Man,  or  any 
other  Animal,  circulates  there  till  it  fixes, 
and  feizes  the  Brains :  Then  you  fee  a 
frightful  Tranfmulation  of  a  reafonable 
Creature,  into  a  mad  Dog,  barking  and 
biting,  and  having  all  the  fame  Inclina¬ 
tions,  the  fame  Symptoms  of  Rage,  and 
of  an  approaching  Death. 

I  ask  again,  What  can  be  the  Weight 
of  thofe  Spirits  ? 

I  ask 
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I  ask  alfo,  What  can  be  the  Weight 
of  the  Effluvia  of  a  Cat,  difpers’d  in  a 
Room,  and  mix'd  with  the  whole  Maf$ 
of  Air  in  it  which  Effluvia  will  affed 
fome  Men  fo  ftrangely,  _as  to  make  them 
fweat,  tremble,  and  faint  away,  though 
they  fee  nothing. 

Let  us  add  to  it,  the  EfFeft  of  fome 
fubtile  Poifons,  asthe  'Napel,  which  kept 
in  the  Hand  till  it  be  warm*  kills  a  Man 
on  the  Spot. 

The  Moors  have  a  Poifon  fo  prefent, 
that  they  want  only  fo  much  as  they 
can  hide  under  a  Nail,  to  difpatch  a  Man 
quickly. 

Methinks,  a  Man  may  conclude  from 
fuch  Obfervations,  by  the  Rule  of  Con¬ 
traries,  that  the  Philofophers  Stone  may 
as  well  be  a  Medicine  for  Men,  and  Me¬ 
tals,  as  quick,  as  the  deflrudive  Things 
above-mention’d,  are,  in  their  Operation, 
for  worfe :  At  leaft,  I  have  fufficiently 
fhewn,  that  Matter  may  be  fubtiliz’d  be¬ 
yond  our  Conception,  and  ftill  preferve 
a  prodigious  Degree  of  Force  and  Acti¬ 
vity. 

It  remains  to  prove  the  Reality  of  the 
Philofopher's  Stone  but  what  fflall  l 
fay  to  overcome  Incredulity,  upon  a  Sub- 
jeft  which  is  a  Secret,  and  muft  natu¬ 
rally  be  a  Secret,  or  elfe  loofe  its  Merit, 

and  be  attended  with  the  wprfe  Confe- 

«  /  ‘ 

quences* 


v 
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I  can  afford  no  other  Proofs,  than  the 
Teftimony  6f  many  Men,  in  all  Ages, 
and  of  all  Nations,  who  are  not  recu- 
fable,  either  by  their  Chara&er,  or  by 
their  Writings. 

I  fhall  not  be  fo  uncivil,  to  our  Gain- 
fayers,  as  Geber  was,  to  thofe  of  his 
Time,  fome  hundred  Years  ago :  Here 
you  have  his  own  Words. 

“  If  they  fay,  that  Philofophers  and 
“  Princes  have  wifh’d  for  this  Science, 
“  and  could  not  obtain  it  ^  we  Anfwer 
“  fhortly,  that  they  lie  for  there  hath 
“  been  fome,  though  few  in  our  Time } 

but  more,  anciently,  who  by  their  In- 
“  duftry  have  trac’d  that  Science  -  but 
‘■  did  not  declare  it  by  Word  of  Mouth, 
“  nor  by  Writings,  to  fuch  unworthy 

Unbelievers.  ” 

I  fhall  only  defire  them  to  fet  afide 
their  Prejudice,  and  confider  thefe  Words 
of  Raym.  Lullius . 

“  Who  is  able  to  recount  the  Power  of 
“  this  Medicine,  which  we  having  expe- 
“  rimented,  I,  and  my  Companions,  prq- 
“  ftrated  on  the  Ground,  with  an  eleva- 
“  ted  Mind,  pray’d  to  God,  and  riling 
“  full  of  Joy,  begun  to  ling,  We  praife 
“  Thee,  O  God!  ” 

Let  them  examine  the  Character  of 
this  Man,  and  the  Reputation  he  had 
while  he  liv’d :  They  will  find  his  Ex¬ 
traction  noble,  his  Credit  great  among 

the 
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the  greateft  Kings  of  his  Time,  in  whofe 
Favour  and  Requeft  he  compos  d  moil 
of  his  Writings,  of  the  Philofophers 
Stone. 

After  he  had  been  a  good  while,  and 
by  repeated  Inftances  invited  to  England, 
by  our  King  Edward  the  Third  •,  at  laft, 
mov’d  by  the  folemn  Promifes  of  the 
King  to  wage  War  againft  the  Turks, 
if  the  Philosopher  would  furnifh  him 
with  Gold,  he  came  to  him  •,  but  finding 
that  the  King’s  Intention  was  to  make 
War  againft  the  King  of  France,  he  de¬ 
clin’d  to  ferve  him  any  farther,  for 
which  he  was  detain’d  in  the  lower, 
but  efcap’d  by  a  great  Providence,  which 
perhaps  was  the  Reafon  of  the  Short- 
nefs  of  that  War :  Therefore  our  Phi- 
lofopher  reciting  thefe  Particulars,  warns, 
in  preffidg  Words,  his  Difciples,  not  to 
truft  to  Princes:  From  whence  we  may 
conclude,  how  dangerous  it  was  always 
to  the  Poffelfors  of  the  Stone  to  be 
known. 

It  is  reported  of  our  Philofopher,  that 
being  Old,  and  like  to  die,  he  reco¬ 
ver’d  his  juvenile  Vigour,  with  his  pot¬ 
able  Gold  ^  which  I  am  apt  to  believe 
to  be  true,  for  the  following  Reafons.  _ 

His  laft  Will  and  Teftament,  which 
is  a  Treaty  of  the  great  Magiftery,  de¬ 
dicated  to  tharles  King  of  Majorca :  Be¬ 
gins  thus, 

6  '  Cum 
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Ciiin  ad  nos  veniJH  dile&ijftme  Fill,  ac 
Princeps  in  tali  cajii  &  mortis  Articulo , 
v  tilde  quievit  ahiftia  me  a ,  cum  d  te  pater- 
nam  fy*  Antiquam  tut  P  at  r  is  illuflrijjimi  a~ 
fnicitiam  qitdm  per  indignatiohem ,  inter  rape - 
ram,  recuperatam  ihtettigerem 

«  d  When  Fou  cail-ie  met>  dear  Son  and 
C€  Pnnce:  when  I  was  on  the  Point  of 
«  Peat^’  raP  Soul  receiv’d  a  great  Com- 
46  fort,  underftanding  by  you,  that  I  had 
ic  yooover  a  the  ancient  Friendihip  of  y  our 
illuftrious  Father,  which  I  had  inter- 
‘  rupted  by  my  Wrotli.  ” 

It  appears  by  thefe  Words,  what  Fi¬ 
gure  he  made  in  that  Court:  It  ap¬ 
pears  a Ifo,  that  he  was  then  an  old 
Man :  He  wrote  iince,  his  Teftament* 
and  feveral  other  Treatifes:  And  he  came 
to  England -j  for  he  tells  us,  that  ha¬ 
ving  wnt  a  little  Treatife,  in  his  Lodg¬ 
ings  in  St.  Catharine' s,  near  the  Tower, 
he  gave  it  to  the  King,  with  his  Telia- 
ment,  and  other  Writings. 

Phis  is  not  alH  mov’d  by  a  chrifti- 
an  Zeal,  he  refolv’d  afterwards,  though 
a  Secular  Many  to  undertake  the  Con¬ 
vention  of  the  Mahometans  in  Africa , 

feeing  that  he  could  engage  no  Prince 
againft  them* 

He  went  thither,  and  Was  Hon’d  to 
Death  in  a  popular  Commotion,  in  be- 
half  of  their  Mahometifm ,  and  fuffer’d 
Martyrdom®  . 

If 
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tile  greateft  Kings  of  his  Time,  in  whole 
Favour  and  Requelt  he  compos’d  molt 
of  his  Writings,  of  the  Philofopher  s 

After  he  had  been  a  good  while,  and 
by  repeated  Inltances  invited  to  England, 
by  our  King  Edward  the  Third  \  at  la  It, 
mov’d  by  the  folemn  Promifes  of  the 
King  to  wage  War  againll  the  Turks , 
if  the  Philofopher  would  furnilh  him 
with  Gold,  he  came  to  him  •,  but  finding 
that  the  King’s  Intention  was  to  make 
War  againll  the  King  of  France,  he  de¬ 
clin’d  to  ferve  him  any  farther,  for 
which  he  was  detain’d  in  the  Tower, 
but  efcap’d  by  a  great  Providence,  which 
perhaps  was  the  Reafon  of  the  Short- 
nefs  of  that  War:  Therefore  our  Phi¬ 
lofopher  reciting  thefe  Particulars,  warns, 
in  prefling  Words,  his  Difciples,  not  to 
trull  to  Princes :  From  whence  we  may 
conclude,  how  dangerous  it  was  always 
to  the  Polfelfors  of  the  Stong  to  be 
known. 

It  is  reported  of  our  Philofopher,  that 
being  Old,  and  like  to  die,  he  reco¬ 
ver’d  his  Juvenile  Vigour,  with  his  pot¬ 
able  Gold }  which  I  am  apt  to  believe 
to  be  true,  for  the  following  Reafons. 

His  laft  Will  and  Teltament,  which 
is  a  Treaty  of  the  great  Magillery,  de¬ 
dicated  to  Charles  King  of  Majorca  :  Be¬ 
gins  thus. 

Cum 
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Cutn  ad  nos  vemfti  dileBiJJlme  Fili,  ac 
i  rinceps  in  tali  cafu  &  monis  Articulo 
valde  quievii  anima  fnea,  turn  d  te  pater- 
nam  Antiquam  tui  Patris  illuftriffimi  a- 
miatiam  qnarn  per  indignaiionem ,  interrupe- 
ram,  recuperatam  intelligerein . 

u  D  When  ^ou  came  t0  dear  Son  and 
«  ivnc5  when  1  was  on  the  Point  of 
«  {reath>  ray  Soul  receiv’d  a  great  Com- 
«  tort’  underftanding  by  you,  that  I  had 
u  rf,c-er  ^  ancient  Friendlhip  of  your 
«  lJluftr>ous  Father,  which  J  had  inter* 

rupted  by  my  Wroth.  ” 

It  appears  by  thefe  Words,  what  Fi¬ 
gure  he  made  in  that  Court:  It  ap- 
pears  alfo,  that  he  was  then  an  old 
Man :  He  wrote  lince,  his  Teftament, 
and  feveral  other  Treatifes:  And  he  came 
to  England-,  for  he  tells  us,  that  ha¬ 
ying  writ  a  little  Treatife,  in  his  Lodg¬ 
ings  in  St.  Catharine’s,  near  the  Tower, 
he  gave  it  to  the  King,  with  his  Tefta¬ 
ment,  and  other  Writings. 

This  is  not  a  II  ^  mov’d  by  a  chrifti- 

an  Zeal,  he  refolv’d  afterwards,  though 

a  Secular  Man,  to  undertake  the  Con- 

verfion  of  the  Mahometans  in  Africa, 

eeing  that  he  could  engage  no  Prince 
againft  them. 

He  went  thither,  and  was  fton’d  to 
IJeath  in  a  popular  Commotion,  in  be¬ 
half  of  their  Mahometifm,  and  fuffer’d 
Martyrdom. 


If 
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*  ■  t  .  *T  *  '  ^  •  \  \ 

If  the  Teftknony  of  fuch  a  Man  mu  ft- 
;  go  for  nothing,  I  cannot  help  it :  For  my 
*  Part,  I  have  demonftrative  Reafons  to 
i  truft  to  his  Sincerity,  in  regard  to  what 
I  have  neither  feen  nor  experimented* 
j  Let  us  obferve  here,  that  under  our  pre- 
fent  happy  Conftitution,  and  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  a  juft  Prince,  a  Man  might  make 
his  Transmutations  in  the  Market-Plate, 

without  Fear  of  the  Tower. 

Lr  rvp  -  :  1  -  -  :  • 

Arnoldus  Vill anov anus  was  a  Clergyman, 
and  a  Phyfician  of  good,  and  of  great  depu¬ 
tation.  A  contemporary  Author  writes  ot 
him,  that  in  his  Time,  he  made  at  Rome 
gold  Ingots,  bearing  the  Teft  ot  the  mo >.,b 
refin'd  Gold.  And  Arnoldus  himlelr,  m 
his  Idoveum  Lumen ,  declares^  that  the  Ma- 
giftery  of  the  Stone,  or  Elixir,  was  mewo 
to  him  by  a  good  Man,  and  that  he  taw 
it,  made  it,  and  had  it,  by  the  Grace 

of  God.  - 

I  cannot  fay  much  of  Geber ,  a  ^Ma¬ 
hometan  Arab  ^  his  Writing  muft  fpeak 
for  him.  I  ihall  only  tranfcnbe  his 
TeftimonyV  u.Be  the  great  and  giori- 
<c  ous  God  prais’d,  (fays  he)  who  with 
•  the  Experience  of  this  Medicine,  hath 
‘‘  reveal’d  unto  us,  the  Series  ot  all 
ic  Medicines,  which  by  Ins  Good  nets, 
"y  .  > ^  n  *  “  and 
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c<  and  Inftigation,  and  our  affiduous 
'  Labour,  we  have  obtain’d;  and  we 
“  have  feen  with  our  Eyes,  and  touch’d 
“  wi.th  °ur  Hands,  the  Complement  of 
te  this  our  Magiftery.  ” 

But  the  Teftimony  of  Bernard ,  Count 
of  the  March  Trevifane,  ought  to  be 
valid :  His  Sincerity  is  great,  in  ac¬ 
quainting  the  Publick  with  his  fool- 
Jlh  Labours,  from  the  Age  of  Eigh¬ 
teen,  to  pa  ft  Sixty :  Toifed  about  and 
cheated  by  Sophifts,  and  deceitful  Men, 
confum  d  great  Sums  of  Money,  and 
aim  oft  his  Paternal  Eftate  i  He  tells  us 
;;  That  at  laft,  betaking  himfelf  whoL 
'y  to  the  Lefture  of  good  Books,  he 
w  acquir’d  the  true  and  compleat  The- 
«  °,r7,  and  ^  began  again  to  work  with 
te  the  °enr  d  Succefs,  and  compleated 
u  ’■he  Stone  four  Times,  with  which  he 
cured  the  moft  reputed  incurable  Di- 
‘  ftempers.  ” 

Ut '  ipfemet  expertirs  punt,  ffays  he 
fpeaking  of  this  Medicine)  in  mulch  Le~ 
props,  Caducis ,  Hydropicis ,  Ethicis  Jpo- 
plethas,  Iliads,  Infenfath ,  Funbur.dk,  & 
altis  quam  phtrimis. 

-hat  his  Reputation  went  all  over 

Europe*  - 

Zafebarius, 
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U  ,  « 

Zaccharius ,  a  Gentleman  of  good  Iv 
ducation,  and  Fortune,  Maftdr  of  Arts, 
went  through  the  fame  Misfortunes,  and 
arriv’d  at  laft  into  the  Haven  of  Safety 
and  Felicity :  Let  us  hear  him : 

“  I  faw  by  the  Grace  of  God,  all 
'•  thofe  Colours,  fucceeding  one  another, 
“  after  which,  a  Year  after  the  very 
“  Eafterday ,  I  faw  the  Perfection,  and 
“  having  made  the  Experience  of  it 
“  upon  Mercury,  heated  in  a  Cruci- 
“  ble,  I  faw  with  my  own  Eyes,  the 
“  Mercury  converted  into  pure  Gold, 
“  in  lefs  than  an  Hour,  with  very 
“  little  of  that  divine  Powder :  God 
“  knows  with  What  Joy  I  was  pene- 
“trated:  Nor  grew  I  boafting,  nor 
“  proud,  to  the  leaft  of  the  World, 
“  but  in  Secret  return’d  immortal  Thanks 
“  to  Almighty  God,  for  his  great  Be- 
“  nefit,  and  pray’d  him  farther  to  give 
«  me  Grace  to  make  good  Ufe  of 

“  it,  &c.  ” 

He  departed  immediately  from  France 
to  live  incognito  in  other  Parts  of 
Europe. 

I  fhall  pafs  by  Albertus  Mag  nits ,  Divus 
Thomas  Jquinatits,  his  Difciple  Bafdius  Va~ 

H  2  le minus 7 
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lent  inns  y  and  feveral  others,  of  whom  a 
great  deal  might  be  faid  :  They  may  per¬ 
haps  be  rejected  as  Witneffes  in  their 
own  Caufe. 

But  to  offer  fome  dired,  and  difinter- 
efted  Teftimonies,  I  fhall  alledge  Van  Hel- 
monty  who  affures  us,  that  with  half  a 
Grain  of  a  Powder  given  him,  he  tranf- 
inuted  into  pure  Silver  half  a  Pound  of 


Boric chius  Witneffes  alfo,  that  an  Expe¬ 
rience  of  the  1  ran  (mutation  of  Mercury 
into  Gold,  was  made  in  Denmark 5  in  Pre¬ 
fence  of  fome  Perfons  of  Quality. 

But  we  have  an  unexceptionable  Evi¬ 
dence  in  what  is  related,  and  confirm’d 
by  Martin  Maximilian  P rnggmayr ,  Doctor 
of  Phyfick,  and  Philofophy,  in  his  Philo- 
fophical  Scrutiny  of  the  true  Elixir  of 
Life,  zt  Salt  burgh  1687.  Which  is  thus: 

I  he  Emperor  Ferdinand  the  Third,  with 
one  fingle  Grain  of  that  philofophical 
Tincture,  did,  with  his  own  Hand,  change 
into  pure  Gold,  half  a  Pound  of  Mercu¬ 
ry,  of  which,  for  a  perpetual  Monument 
of  the  Fad,  he  caus’d  to  be  made  a  Kind 

Lo in,  by  Way  of  Medal,  with  this  In- 
feription  on  one  Side. 


Divina 
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Divina  Metamorphofis  exhibita  Pragae 
1648,  1 Januarii,  prefientid  Sacra  Ca- 
farea  Majefiatis  Ferdin.  III. 

On  the  Reverfe,  Raris  ut  hxc  hominibus 
e/l  Ars,  ita  raro  in  lucent  prcdit.  Laude- 
tur  Deus  in  atermtm,  qui  partem  infinite  fua 
potgniia  nobis  fiuis  abje&ijfimis  creaturis  com- 

municat . 

That  is  to  fay,  “  The  divine  Metamor- 
“  phofis  made  at  Prague,  in  Prefence  ot 
“  his  S.  M.  the  Emp.  Ferd.  I'll.  ” 

«  As  this  Art  is  rare  among  Men,  f 0 
<c  it  rarely  appears.  Bleffed  be  God  who 
«  hath  given  Part  of  his  infinite  Power 
to  us  his  moft  defpicable  Creatures. 

This  whole  Syftem  being  built  upon 
the  Solution  of  Gold,  no  doubt  many 
will  think  to  ruin  it  at  once,  by  denying 
its  Pofllbility ,  as  Guifonius ,  formerly  a 
Phyfician  at  Avignon,  in  a  Differtation, 
does  ufe  this  admirable  Argument,  to 
prove  that  Impoffibility;  That  he  kept 
Gold  in  Flux,  in  a  Glafshoufe  Furnace 
three  Months,  and  found  it  in  Quantity 
and  Quality  the  fame:  Therefore  you 

may  be  fure,  there  is  no  Menftruum  in 

1  the 


J' 
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the  World  to  difiblve  it:  Well,  then 
may  that  Author  cry  out  as  he  does. 

<t  *•  TfDlyi  am  not  mov’d  by  Ae  hetfo- 
CC  faotv  myfterious 

„  Chymifts,  Who  With  a  loud  and  ting- 

«i  ln§  y  olce>  prate  of  nothing  but  of 
fub lime,  and  unheard  Things;  and 
.  from  their  fecrct  Furnace.  M 

u  pi^afes  the  Gods)  do  pro* 

mile  aftonifliing  Wonders.  99  Here  you 
nave  his  own  Words. 

Neque  profeffo  me  movet  Thrafonica 
quorundam  fuliginoforum  My p  arum  Jaftan- 
tid^  qua  fonanti  &  tinnuld  voce ,  nihil 
non  fublime  tnauditum  garriunt , 
ex  fud  Arcanorum  Tripode  (fi  Diis  placet) 

jiupenda  pollicentur . 

4*‘  '  ■.  • 

^  d^n.ot  remember,  to  have  met  with 

a7ny  ^°.  *0U(^  and  tingling,  as 

that  Period,  in  the  Books  of  Alchy- 

nufts  j  I  may,  I  think,  well  reply, 

Nec  profeSo  me  movebit  Guifoniorum 
proeax  Jocatio . 

But  to  do  Juftice  to  the  Memory 
<jf  Guifonius,  who  was  a  learned  and 

ingenious 
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ingenious  Gentleman,  I  muft  confefs  that 
he  was  arguing  in  that  Differtation,  a- 
gainft  a  Pamphlet  of  a  miferable  So- 
phift,  who  deferv’d  to  be  laugh’d  at. 


Hoc  opus,  hie  labor  ejl , 

Hie  exercentur  inanes  Artiftcum  cur  a 
Ut  fenfim  madeant,  &  mollia  percent. 
Maenum  opus ,  &  quo  credas  operofius 
**  (ullum 


Effe  aliud  de  quo  magis  ars  fi  maxima 

( ja&et .  Augurellus. 
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PO  ST  SCI  PT. 


H  E  Alchymift  Writers  are  fo 
diffufe,  fo  intricate,  fo  full  of 
Figures,  and  do  afFed  Obfcuri- 
iy  and  Confufion  fo  much  j  jump¬ 
ing  from  the  Beginning  to  the  End, 
from  the  End  to  the  Middle,  that 
it  is  no  Wonder  if  mod  Men  do  loofe 
Patience,  and  leave  off  Reading  them 
with  a  Kind  of  Indignation.  * 

The  many  apparent  Contradidions 
one  meets  with,  the  infignificant  Things 
with  which  they  often  fill  two  or 
tkrec  Pages, .  to  flip  in  two  or  three 
intruding  Lines,  which  eafily  pafs  un- 
obferv’d  by  the  Reader,  is  another 
Obltacle,  and  Occafion  of  Difguft :  From 

thence  came  the  Words  Chymia  Ver- 
bofa . 


In 


(  <55  ) 

In  the  Turba ,  the  Philofophers  do 
deliver  their  Sentences,  upon  one  and 
the  fame  Point,  fo  differently.,  and 
feemingly  wide  from  one  another*  that 
one  is  apt  to  think  they  really  mean 
different  Things  ^  and  the  Reader  is 
milled,  and  falls  into  Error :  Rut  we 
are  oblig’d  to  fay,  in  their  Behalf,  that 
we  cannot  in  Juftice  blame  them,  fiiice 
of  all  thofe  Things  they  give  us  fuff 
iicient  Warning,  and  do  tell  us,  that 
they  do  it  on  Purpofe,  to  conceal  the 
Art  from  vulgar  Eyes. 

Artem  pro  pojje  occultdnmt ,  ne  illam 
indignis  patefacerent. 

If  this  Difcourfe  fhould  fall  into  the 
Hands -of  any  Adept,  furely  he  would 
be  angry  at  me,  for  writing  in  fo  plain, 
and  unaffefted  a  Manner,  as  1  do,  off 
fo  great  a  Myfiery. 

The  Sophift  and  falfe  Pretender,  would 
lefs  pardon  me,  for  my  giving  fo  much 
Light  to  difcover  him,  and  prevent  his 
impoling  upon  the  World.  But  I  would 
fain  encourage  the  ingenious  ^  Artift, 
if  there  is  any  among  us,  inclin’d 
to  the  Study  of  Alchymie,  as,  I  be¬ 
lieve  there  is.  Therefore  the  Solu¬ 
tion  of  Gold  being  the  Foundation  of 

I  the 
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the  Art,  I  do  allure  him  again,  that 
the  Difficulty  of  that  Solution  is  not 
mluperable. 

The  dilTolvant  is  defcrib’d  by  the 
Alchymifts  a  hundred  different  Ways. 
Let  the  Student  confider,  whether  the 
Qualities  and  Properties  of  the  Mat¬ 
ter,  out  of  which  it  is  extraffed,  as 
they  are  declared  by  them,  (whatever 
Names  be  given  to  that  Matter)  catl- 

ROt  V  /,fcrib’d  t0  any  Thing  in  Na- 
ture  betides,  to  that  very  Matter,  un¬ 
derhood  or  guefs’d  at  by  him.  If  fo, 

he  may  be  fure,  he  hath  the  true 
Matter  to  wotk  upon. 


Take  this  for  a  great  and  impor¬ 
tant  Lefton ;  I  would  advife  him  to 

read  ^and  ftudy  the  Authors  I  have 
quoted. 


u 

u 
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Let  none,  (fays  Jrnoldus  de  Vil- 
Irnova)  negled  to  dig  out  of  good 
nooks,  the  final  and  principal  Mo- 
ther  of  all  Philofophy,  which  adorns 
.  n  with  good  Manners,  enriches 
with  Benefices,  keeps  the  Body  in 
Health,  and  reftores  it  to  a  good 
otate.  He  who  fhalj  be  lazy  in  Read- 
tng,  mail  not  be  ready  in  preparing 
Matters:  For  a  Book  is  the  Key  of 
another  Book,  a  Word  explains  ano- 

“  ther 
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j«  ther  Word,  and  a  Speech  another 
“  Speech-,  becaufe  what  is  wanting  in 
“  one,  is  made  up  in  another.  He 
“  who  goes  to  practice  without  Theo- 
j“  yVj  will  proceed  like  the  Afs  at  a 
“  Supper,  not  know  what  is  fit  to 
choofe. 

With  a  reafonable  Attention,  you  may 
:  judge,  whether  my  Notions  are  ground¬ 
ed  on  the  Doftrine  of  our  Mailers, 
and  find  out  what  remains  behind  of 
the  perfed  Theory, 

In  order  to  it,  confider  well,  whe¬ 
ther  that  which  you  dp  apprehend  of 
their  Meaning,  be  confiftent  with  the 
Ways  and  Power  of  Nature }  remem- 
bring,  that  no  Art  can  determine  Na¬ 
ture  to  produce  a  Plant  without  the 
Seed  of  that  Plant. 

You  cannot  conclude,  that  you  do 
underftand  the  feveral  Authors  you 
have  confulted,  unlefs  you  do  perceive 
clearly,  their  mutual  Agreement,  and 
that  they  may  equally  bear  the  Ex¬ 
plication  you  do  make  of  them,  and 
no  other. 

Thus,  with  fome  Experience  in  Ma¬ 
nuals,  with  a  firm  Health,  with  Pati¬ 
ence,  and  Application,  and  the  necef- 

I  2  fary 


fafy  Con'venfsicies, z*  the  .PerfeftUm  of 
the  Magift'ery  may'hfe  opin’d  j  which 
I  wifh  with  all  my'-Heatt,  to  fome  of 
<m-i  worthy  Goiif^ffi^i;  ‘  for  the  Be¬ 
nefit  of  -many :  ‘ 


•  any 

the  Reward  I  aim 


have  contn- 
'**“  ^-1  it,  I  have  all 
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